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Nothing New Under the Sun: Environmental Constraints in the Past. Dr. Tamara Whited, History Department. Susquehanna Room, 9:30 am.
This presentation will provide an overview of the field of environmental history. Through specific examples, it will signal the value of studying the past in an effort to better grasp the environmental predicaments of human societies.

Working in the Arctic as an Environmental Professional.  Mr. Jon Pina, Safety Sciences Department. Connemaugh Room, 9:30 am.
Different aspects of the topic “environmental” will be addressed to present an idea as to what environmental professionals do in addition to hugging trees and saving rare species.  I will discuss my work in the Arctic Circle and some of the changes that are occurring there due to global warming. Issues in the lower 48 such as the pine beetle destruction of the Colorado forests and the threat of losing native Brook Trout will also be presented. I will reflect upon the great change I have seen in both plant and animal life here in Indiana County in the last 40 years.

Let’s Go on a Bear Hunt: Successful Reading Strategies for Field Notes from a Catastrophe. 
Dr. Lea Masiello, English Department. Allegheny Room, 9:30 am.
This presentation will illustrate how Kolbert uses narrative, description, and exposition to build her argument, taking us on a journey or "bear hunt" to a variety of locations to explore or "hunt" global warming.  We'll look closely at the first chapter and use some reading strategies that help personalize our connections to her arguments.



Social Policy Options for Reducing Climate Change. Dr. Lloyd Stires, Psychology Department. Susquehanna Room, 11:00 am.
Uncoordinated actions by individuals will not be sufficient to prevent dangerous global climate changes.  True solutions will require actions by national governments and international agreements.  Such social policies must address issues of equity as well as effectiveness.  I will try to sketch out some of the social policy options for reducing carbon emissions in the United States and for future global climate treaties.  
Eco-Spirituality. Ms. Joan Sabatino, Minister of the First Unitarian Universalist Church of Indiana, PA . Connemaugh Room, 11:00 am.
The presentation will reflect on the spiritual lessons of Mother Earth and how the path to "going green" is an imperative for both our physical, emotional, and spiritual health. 

Global Climate Change as Manufactured Risk. Dr. Valerie Gunter, Department of Sociology. Allegheny Room, 11:00 am.
Modernity was supposed to usher in an era of progress, as science and technology allowed us to bring more and more 
of the natural world under our control.  A variety of forms of environmental degradation, global climate change among them, have raised doubts about modernity's promise.  We live in a world that is increasingly risky, and the hazards that confront us are unprecedented in their nature and potential impacts.  This talk will address what leading social theorists have to say about the social and political ramifications of global climate change as a manufactured (humanly-created) risk.

Geological Records of Climate Change: Sorting Through Natural and HumanFactors. Dr. Steven Hovan, Department of Geosciences. Susquehanna Room, 12:30 pm.
Climate changes occur for a number of reasons.  Some occur naturally due to factors related to changes in the Earth-Sun orbit or to different geographic configurations of the continents and how they impact oceanic or atmospheric currents.  Other climate changes relate more to human activities like the emission of carbon dioxide and other pollutants associated with the combustion of fossil fuels (greenhouse effect).  It’s imperative that we are able to understand both the relative contribution of each of these factors and the timescale associated with them to decide what we should/can do about recent trends in temperature during the past 150yrs.  Sedimentary records of climate change offer the best opportunity to document long-term records of climate change and investigate unravel the mixture of signals causing these changes.  In this talk we’ll examine the main factors that contribute to climatic variations found in the sedimentary record over various timescales to assess how much of recent warming is associated with anthropogenic (human) factors.

An Ecological Perspective on Climate Change. Dr. Tim Nuttle, Department of Biology. Connemaugh Room, 12:30 pm.
The Climate Change Roadmap for Pennsylvania. Mr. Brad Clemenson, Penn Environmental Council. Allegheny Room, 12:30 pm.

The Pennsylvania Environmental Council, in a collaborative process involving many stateholders, has developed the Roadmap to identify 38 specific steps that should be taken in our state to address global warming.  Since Pennsylvania has more greenhouse gas emissions than every nation on earth except 22, Pennsylvania needs to be part of the solution.

Wind Power Development Issues in Pennsylvania. Dr. Brian Okey, Department of Geography and Regional Planning. Susquehanna Room, 2:00 pm.
Pennsylvania's location and policies currently favor the construction of wind turbine arrays.  Developers are drawn by the state's windy ridges and renewable energy incentives.  Wind energy enjoys widespread appeal due to its emissions-free qualities.  However, wind energy installations are not immune to social, economic, and environmental conflicts typical of other facilities, and must be designed and situated appropriately within the context of communities and ecosystems.

Mathematics, Chaos Theory and Global Warming. Dr. Dan Look, Department of Mathematics. Connemaugh Room, 2:00 pm.
Weather is known to be a chaotic phenomenon.  If it is not possible to predict the weather for a month from now, how 
can we make predictions on the time-scale of most global climate change forecasts?  We will discuss elementary chaos theory, weather forecasts and some of the mathematics involved in the climate change discussion.

China: Economic Development and Global Warming. Dr. Steve Jackson, Department of Political Science. Allegheny Room, 2:00 pm.
This will be an examination of the economic trends in China over the past 25 years, its energy consumption trends and its policies concerning global warming initiatives.

Reducing CO2 Emissions: How Much Will It Cost and Can We Afford It? Dr. David Yerger, Department of Economics. Susquehanna Room, 3:30 pm.
This presentation will provide an overview of recent research work done at leading universities, government agencies, and business consulting firms estimating the cost per ton of various CO2 reduction strategies.  By combining these cost estimates with estimates of the amount of CO2 reduction possible with each strategy, estimates of the “least-cost” for various amounts of total CO2 reduction are obtained. These findings suggest that if least-cost CO2 reduction strategies are utilized, considerable declines in the projected growth path of CO2 emissions can be achieved at relatively modest cost. Overall, these findings strengthen the argument for pursuing CO2 reduction policies.

Sustainable Tourism: Protecting Your Vacation. Mr. Jeremy Shearer, Department of Hotel, Restaurant and Institutional Management. Connemaugh Room, 3:30 pm.
In this time of serious energy security concerns, global climate change, and rapid development of many third world nations, what role will tourism play in the global issues over the coming decades?  Many small and developing countries rely on tourism as one of their chief sources of trade. In fact, tourism is the largest industry in the world 
accounting for more than $3.5 trillion annually, not to mention all of the ancillary components that relate to tourism.  The issue, of course, is that tourism plays a major role in energy consumption, global pollution (leading to climate change) and can have serious economic and sociological impacts on many of these nations.  What is the responsible role of tourism on a local and global level to ensure the best use of our global resources?
If You Can't Stand the Heat, You're Still Stuck in the Kitchen. Dr. Keith Kyler, Department of Chemistry. Allegheny Room, 3:30 pm.
The focus of this discussion will center on what measure we can take to alleviate man's contribution to a warming planet.  The discussion will examine avenues for reducing emissions of common greenhouse gases.  While there is little we can do about warming due to natural causes, we can take measures to mitigate any contribution that our lifestyle imposes on the problem.  The proposed measures rest in the old adage, an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.

