
Marcus Tay Guan Hock was admitted to National Junior College in 1999.  
 
This testimonial is written in my capacity as his teacher-advisor for Interact 
Club, of which Marcus was President, as well as interactions with him after he 
left college. 
 
Marcus was elected as President of the Interact Club in 1999 with a number of 
challenges. With a membership of just under 200 students and the introduction 
of a compulsory community service scheme by the Ministry of Education, the 
club was in danger of losing its relevance and attractiveness to students.  
 
As teacher-advisor, I spent many hours speaking with him and his committee 
members. I am fascinated, and indeed heartened to see the passion behind his 
work and thoughts. Marcus was, and is, a young man of passion for his work 
and is able to translate that into action. 
 
During his term of office, he worked tirelessly to steer his committee and 
student-members to serve the wider community. Marcus led an organising 
committee which comprise Presidents of Interact Clubs from other schools and 
successfully executed a Rotary Conference for New Generations in 2000, an 
event which was previously headed only by University students and young 
working adults.  
 
Working with minimal supervision, he was able to mobilise, inspire and excite 
his members to deliver a successful programme involving 400 participants. At 
the heart of it, Marcus strongly believed that the Conference would help educate 
a young audience about the importance of selflessly service to the community. 
 
His ability to take a macro-stand of issues, but yet pay attention to details have 
allowed him to gain respect from his peers, as evidenced by his leadership 
experience in an Overseas Community Service Trip to the Philippines in Nov 
1999, Leadership Camps and environmental activities organised by the college 
and at a national level. 
 
Many of Interact Club activities involved galvanising support, fund raising and 
a series of promotional/publicity events year round. While Marcus was not the 
sole creative driver for all these events, his greatest strength lies in his ability to 
listen to ideas, scan public sentiment and at the end of the day, deliver activities 
that are relevant to the audience. 
 
I would strongly recommend Marcus on the basis that he has qualities that 
would serve him well for an overseas stint. Moral integrity, passion to serve and 



ability to lead under challenging circumstances are distinct qualities I have 
observed in him over the years. 
 
Marcus continued to visit the college and occasionally speak to new Interact 
Club members to motivate them after he graduated in December 2000. Till this 
day, Marcus continues to impress me with his basic qualities firmly in place. 
His sense of adventure, daring to plunge into uncertainty with confidence and 
having a heart for the community will certainly put him in good stead should he 
decide to pursue the path of entrepreneurship. 
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