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From the far distance at Lawlor Events Center Saturday, it could be said that each University of Nevada, Reno graduate looked
somewhat alike in his or her traditional black cap and gown.

But as soon as the students began walking across the stage to collect baccalaureate and advanced degrees, their differing paths,
diversity of interests and majors, and individual strengths and attributes emerged.

Azusa Kato, a business administration undergraduate, crossed the stage in a kimono in fall tones, with a black overskirt to match
the graduation gown. Crystal Jean Robbins, who received a bachelor of arts in education, wore a festive red bow on her cap in a
nod to the holiday season. And Christina Diane Cassell, who received a degree in journalism, added a silver-sequined "Block N"
to hers.

Biology and English major Irena Yamboliev crossed the Lawlor stage three times: first to receive the Herz Gold Medal award as
the student with the highest grade-point average, the second to shake the president's hand and receive a bachelor of arts degree
with high distinction, and, as the final graduate of the day, to receive a bachelor of science degree, summa cum laude.

Before the ceremony, a sea of graduates waved hands and paper slips in celebration at friends and family sitting in the stands,
while camera flashes sparkled and popped across the arena. The ubiquitous signal of the morning? The cheery wave to onlookers.

President Milton Glick, in his first commencement welcome since taking office in August, noted that each graduating class is
becoming larger and more diverse, and this makes Nevada a better university.

"The ability to understand and appreciate multiple perspectives opens doors for new ways of thinking, and solutions to many
different problems that we face as humans living in a shrinking global society," Glick said.

Rebecca Bevans, president of the Graduate Student Association, reminded grad students of the mountains of information they'd
processed, the piles of books, the endless lists of journals and the sleepless nights. She suggested to her 300 soon-to-be-hooded
peers that they express appreciation and gratitude for the personal change these experiences brought about in their lives.

ASUN President Jeff Champagne was pragmatic, and reminded family and friends not to "ask a certain question that may cause a
graduate to curl up in the fetal position: &#8216;So, what are you going to do now?'" Champagne's advice to the more than 900
undergraduate students was to "get involved with something you are passionate about, something that brings out your brilliance."

Acknowledging that many Nevada graduates are already passionate about their communities and causes, Glick suggested that
there was still much more work for them to do: "addressing local, state, national and international issues that require your
attention, your zeal, your energy and your brainpower."

Glick told graduates "I hope you will take risks, especially in the early parts of your lives. Because you will more regret the
decisions you didn't make more than the decisions you make."

"Many people look back at the college years as the time of their lives. Relish those memories, but don't make that true."
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