UTC reaching out to former athletes – April 12, 2008
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David Chandler was a member of the 1984 University of Tennessee at Chattanooga football team, the last to win at least a share of the Southern Conference championship.

A defensive tackle, he left UTC after the following season when he suffered a career-ending injury, and he went about 20 years without hearing a word from the school.

“I was a little surprised to not have any contact for so long,” said Chandler, who later graduated from Clayton State College and lives in Stockbridge, Ga., where he works for a commercial roofing company. “I would have liked to have been involved.”

Chandler is far from the only former student-athlete with whom the Mocs lost touch over the years. Many, including those who spent four years at UTC and earned a degree, left campus and were lost, seemingly forever.

“Any guesses I make would be just that on how we got where we are,” second-year UTC athletic director Rick Hart said. “We want to correct that lack of communication that has persisted.”

That’s not all. The UTC athletic department’s development office is reaching out to all of its former student-athletes.

The goal of the new initiative is to bring them back into the UTC family, to get them involved in Mocs athletics. Should any of them like to cut a check to help support any of UTC’s athletic programs, well, that would be fine, too.

“I see it as part of an outreach effort that would (connect) athletics and development,” Hart said. “We trying to locate these folks and make sure we’ve engaged them. We want to reintroduce them to UTC athletics.”

Chandler got that reintroduction recently when he met Scott Koskoski, the associate athletic director for development, who is spearheading the initiative. It’s Koskoski’s job to reach out to as many former Mocs as possible, but doing that isn’t easy.

Before UTC can contact anyone, it has to figure out who they are and where they are. That’s no small task considering the number of student-athletes who have competed for UTC over the years.

“It’s thousands of people, literally thousands of graduates, but we don’t know many people there are specifically because people graduate, they move all around ... and we haven’t said, ‘Let’s be with you every step of the way,’” Koskoski said. “Right now I would categorize us as being in the ice-breaking mode.

“We need to rebuild our database, add to our database and make sure people know that we have new athletic leadership at the university ... that is absolutely, 100 percent committed to making sure that our former student-athletes feel like they have opportunities to participate in our program.”

Rebuilding the database has entailed a couple of things: going through the old media guides and cross-checking those names with the information in the alumni office, putting a questionnaire on their Web site, GoMocs.com, that allows former student-athletes to update their information, and asking the former Mocs with whom they are in contact let their old teammates know that UTC wants to get in touch with them.

“We want our former athletes to know that we want them back. We want them to buy season tickets. We want them to stop in and see us when they’re in town,” Koskoski said. “We want to allow those former student-athletes to feel invested in our program.”

Chandler said he hasn’t attended a UTC game since his last as a player in 1985, but that might change now that he knows he’s welcome.

“I’ll definitely consider it,” he said.

What about contributing some money the athletic department, something he said he hasn’t done in the past?

“I’d be willing to do that, too,” he said.

That’s one down, with many more to go.

