
summer 2008

Arnold Palmer Golf Academy has to offer

Best of the Best
See what the best-in-country

12:13  Pm,  June 7th ,  2008  -  A rnol d PAl m er’ S 
InAuGurAl Tee  ShoT To oPen P rAcTI ce  cAm PuS



A Passion For People

Best of the Best

Best of the Best

homes Fit For A King

General Manager Bill Griffon looks to 
make Seven Falls an icon among clubs  

The Arnold Palmer Golf Academy & Practice Campus 
offers a golf experience second to none

Bringing home Burgundy’s best is Steve 
Pignatiello’s passion

The Villas at Palmer Place celebrate the 
mountains and the man

6

2

22

contents

Departments

11

24

Bringing home Burgundy’s best is  
Steve Pignatiello’s passion

Two Seven Falls teens are making a 
name for themselves in junior golf

Storied Wines

Sibling Golfers With Sweet Swings

16 Seven Falls shows its true colors with this park 
dedicated to preservation

monarch Park Gets Its Wings

24 Get the inside story on the new LINKS 
dream home coming to Seven Falls

Painting a Blank canvas Green

4

17

relive the record-breaking day

Best-in-country Practice campus opens

June 7th in Pictures

60 Acres of Golf heaven

14

15

Join Kenny G for a day in the life of a 
jazz star, Seven Falls style

Pete huber has a zeal for teaching

A day With Kenny G

Golf lessons

meeT The neIGhBorS 8

mArK’S TIdBITS 15

communITy uPdATeS 19

momenTum 20

12

 the golf



W
 State of the Art motion Analysis  
 Technology (mAT) Studio 
•	 	View	the	swing	or	putting	stroke	from	

any angle at any speed. The most high 
tech 3D golf analysis system available. Hit 
balls from the studio out onto the range 
no	matter	what	the	weather	is	like.

 K-Vest
•	 	Portable	3D	motion	analysis.	Can	be	used	
on	the	golf	course	or	anywhere	on	the	
Golf Academy campus.

 V1 Professional Swing and Putting Studio 
•	 	A	dedicated	studio	featuring	both	the	
V1	Professional	and	V1	Putting	software.	

Used by many of the top golf academies 
and	schools	in	the	world.	

•	 	In	addition	to	the	studio,	Seven	Falls	also	
features a portable version of  the V1 
Professional		software	which	can	be	used	
anywhere	on	the	Golf	Academy	campus	
or on the golf course.

 Tomi Putting Analysis System
•	 	Portable	computer	analysis	system.	For	use 

on the course or the practice putting greens.

 Trackman Pro launch monitor
•	 	The	launch	monitor	technology	used	by	

all major club manufacturers and the  
PGA Tour.

•	 	Measures	ball	speed,	launch	angle,	
spin	rate,	trajectory,	curvature,	angle	of	
descent,	carry	distance,	roll	distance,	
and	total	distance.	In	short,	it	follows	
and measures every dimension of the 
ball	flight	and	gives	multiple	views	of	the	
flight. The Trackman is the launch monitor 
used on golf telecasts.

•	 	Can	be	used	from	either	of	the	studios	or	
outside.

 Fitness & Stretching room
•	 	Features	the	True	Stretch	Trainer,	Free	
Trainer,	True	Treadmill,	True	Elliptical	
machine,	stability	balls,	flat	to	incline	
bench,	dumbbells,	and	other	equipment.

 Golf club repair and Building room
•	 	Equipment	from	Mitchell	Golf	to	check	
and	adjust	club	loft	and	lie	angles,	regrip,	
and retrofit clubs.
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The BeST  oF  T he  B e ST{ }

“We visited the top golf academies all over 
the country,” says director of Instruction 
Pete huber. “no one has everything Seven 
Falls offers all in one location. For someone 
who is looking to improve their game, this 
is the ultimate destination.”
 Just reading the list of teaching tools at 
the Arnold Palmer Golf Academy, you can 
feel your swing improve. here’s what you’ll 
find to better your game:

BELOW: The Golf Academy construction 
progress in early June

Arnold Palmer
Golf Academy



With	a	swing	that	has	thrilled	legions	of	

golf	fans	over	his	illustrious	career,	Arnold	

Palmer hit the ceremonial first ball to open 

the	60-acre	Practice	Campus.	Afterwards,	

Mr. Palmer participated in the opening 

ceremony	for	the	Villas	at	Palmer	Place,	

spoke	to	Members,	and	signed	autographs.	

	A	record	crowd	of	over	500	came	out	

June 7 to enjoy a day of celebration 

with	fellow	Members	and	Arnold	

Palmer. With gourmet delights served 

under	the	big	top,	and	helicopter	

rides,	fishing,	kayaking,	kids	activities	

and	hiking	outdoors,	it	was	a	day	

to remember. The evening proved 

memorable,	too,	as	Kenny	G	delighted	

Members	with	a	private	concert.

June 7th
Seven Falls 
Golf & 
river club

The time for golf had finally arrived! The much anticipated grand 

opening	of	Seven	Falls	world-class	Practice	Campus,	brilliantly	

green	and	immaculately	manicured,	gave	Members	and	guests	

their	first	taste	of	the	incredible	golf	experience	they	will	enjoy	

here.
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“
”

Keith & Paula,
Wow! What a fabulous day we had on Saturday…it was over the top! We 
thoroughly enjoyed our time at Seven Falls and were extremely impressed with 
everything we saw. To top things off, the Kenny G concert was one of those 
once in a lifetime experiences that we will always cherish and remember. We’ve 
been to dozens of awesome concerts, but none that would top this. Thanks so 
very much for including us in a very special day!
Rick & Denise Guthy



Tsays Bill. “But for me, what clearly distinguishes Seven 
Falls from any other place in the world is the quality of the 
people here.”
 most recently, Bill was Vice President of operations and 
General manager at the yellowstone club at Big Sky, one 
of the world’s most exclusive private communities. There 
he directed the day-to-day operations, including oversight 
of both a private golf course and private ski mountain. Prior 
to that position, he was General manager for the five-star 
The lodge at Sea Island Golf club on St. Simons Island, 
Georgia.
 As General manager of Seven Falls, Bill will oversee all 
of the operations of the club, including membership, golf, 
food & beverage, the outfitters, lodging, and finance. It’s a 
position he has trained for throughout his successful career.
 “Bill’s management experience at some of the country’s 
finest clubs and hotels is exactly what we needed to give 
our members the highest level of service,” says Keith. “he 
has the vision and know-how to make that happen.”
 one look at Bill’s background and you have no doubt 
of the breadth of his experience. In 14 years with hyatt 
hotels, Bill worked in locations ranging from Waikoloa, 
hawaii to Washington, d.c. he holds a degree in  
hospitality management from the collins School for 
hospitality management at california State Polytechnic 
university, Pomona.
 But more important, spend just a few minutes in conver-
sation with him and you’ll fully understand the passion he 
brings to Seven Falls.
 “my biggest hope for Seven Falls is that it becomes the 
icon of clubs in the entire country,” says Bill. “We have 
what it takes to be the very best.”
 And it all comes down to the talent of the staff being 
assembled here.
 “I could blindfold you and take you into a room at any 
of the top resorts in the world, the ritz carlton, Four 
Seasons, mandarin, homestead, Sanctuary, Greenbriar, Sea 
Island, or Pebble Beach,” says Bill. “When 
I removed the blindfold, you would 
be hard pressed to identify where you 
were. They all have great amenities and 
high-end appointments. The only way you 
can differentiate yourself in this market is 
by the people you have on staff.”
 For Bill that means only hiring the top 
talent for Seven Falls. choosing talented 
people is critical to the atmosphere of the 
club. That doesn’t always mean hiring 

those with the best resumes or experience. It means finding 
people who fit the culture, environment, and the team 
that’s already been assembled.
 “They have got to ‘get it’,” says Bill. “That’s what Keith 
has done here. he has assembled a team of people that 
truly get the service aspect of what we do. We make people 
happy. That’s what our job is.”
 If you’ve been out to use the new Practice campus, 
attended the grand opening events on June 7, or spent 
time with anyone on the Seven Falls staff, you understand 
what Bill is talking about. After two decades spent working 
with the top people at the world’s most acclaimed destina-
tions, he knows a thing or two about who will elevate the 
member’s experience here.  
 “Just take a look at mark darnell, Pete huber and Joe 
Baidy, for example,” says Bill. “They are three of the most 
unassuming, humble, down-to-earth people you could find. 
But Joe has grown grass everywhere. he’s grown grass in 
russia. you grow grass in russia, you can do it anywhere. 

And mark and Pete are both master PGA Professionals. 
There are only 120 with that designation in the country 
and we have two of them right here. They are also great 
people. People that get it. They understand what it is that 
we’re going to create here. We’re bringing the club  
experience back to what it was intended to be.”
 Just what should members expect from a club run by Bill?
 A place that when you leave, you can’t wait to get back 
to. A place that Wows! you every time.  A place where you 

can leave the cares of the world behind.
 “When members pull through 
the front gate, I want them to forget 
about work and the issues that they’ve 
got in the outside world,” says Bill. 
“They should come here, go play golf, 
go paddle on the river, go wet a line, go 
watch the kids play in the pool, relax, 
enjoy themselves. That’s truly what the 
club experience was meant to be. And 
what it will be at Seven Falls.”

Sea Island. The yellowstone club. Waikoloa, 
hawaii. Bill Griffon has made a career of storied 
resorts and picturesque settings.
 But he didn’t believe he’d truly arrived at the 
pinnacle until he joined the team at Seven Falls.

”
“my biggest hope for Seven 
Falls is that we become the  
icon of clubs in the entire 
country. We have what it  
takes to be the very best.
Bill Griffon

{ }
Summer 2008      7RIGHT: Bill Griffon greets the Members and 

guests	of	Seven	Falls	on	June	7th,	2008

“The mountain setting, Keith’s vision and commitment, and the excellence 
of the Arnold Palmer Premier championship course and Practice campus 
made this one of the easiest career decisions I’ve ever made,”
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Keith asked him to get down on his 
hands and knees so michael could see 
how the golf ball was sitting up on the 
grass.
 “Then Keith gave me an agronomy 
lesson and told me he went to South 
dakota to see the grass firsthand 
before he decided to use it on the 
range,” says michael. “I thought to 
myself, ‘If this guy cares so much 
about the grass on the practice facility 
I can’t wait to see the finished club-
house and golf course.’”
 President and owner of The delaney 
company, a high-end door hardware 
manufacturer, michael has been a 
member of some of the best, most 
exclusive private communities in the 
country. you might say he knows a 
thing or two about what separates the 
good from the great.
 “All these clubs work on getting the 
big things right,” says michael, who 
currently calls Atlanta home. “But 
what takes you from being a good club 
to being a great club is giving the same 
attention to the small things. I truly 
believe Keith gets it. In all my years 
of being around developers, I had 
never heard anyone be so com-
mitted and speak so unequivocally 
about their mission. The more 
time I spend around Keith, the 
more I realize that his passion for 
excellence is part of his core and 
I’ve watched him put his words 
into action.”
 michael has also put his own 
words into action. As he says, 
the testimony of your belief in a 
project is if you recommend it to 
your family and friends. his best 
friend from Kansas city came for 
a visit and bought a homesite the 

same day. 
 “We have been best friends for forty 
years, but have not lived in the same 
state since high school,” says michael. 
“That’s about to change!” 
 learning the game of golf and 
improving as a player has always been 
important to michael. he’s been 
to Jim mclean’s school at doral, 
the dave Pelz school at Boca raton 
and Fred Griffith’s facility at Grand 
cypress. But he believes the Seven 
Falls Practice campus has the potential 
to be better than any of these high 
profile golf schools. 
 he is also convinced the golf course 
will receive national acclaim. 
 “Being the first Arnold Palmer 
Premier, one of only a handful that will 
ever have this designation, mr. Palmer 
is paying special attention to the 
design. I think playing golf at Seven 
Falls will be like walking oakmont 
or Winged Foot. The golf experience 
will transcend the game,” michael 
says. “And I recently learned that 
mr. Palmer and his design company 
are buying one the Palmer Place golf 

cottages for his personal use. Bay hill 
is Bay hill because Arnold calls it 
home.”
 But for all the praise he has for Seven 
Falls’ amenities, Keith’s vision, and 
the golf experience, michael’s faith in 
this community has been cemented by 
the key people that have been brought 
on staff. Top industry people like Gm 
Bill Griffon from the yellowstone 
club and Sea Island, John mcIntosh 
who helped market Palmer design, 

and course superintendent Joe Baidy, 
widely acknowledged as one of the best 
in the business. They all share Keith’s 
vision and add to it. There are more.
 “mark darnell has legendary status 
as a PGA professional,” says michael. 
“And Pete huber, who was at the Golf 

digest school at cherokee Valley, was 
a special addition to the staff for me 
because I took lessons previously from 
Pete and know him to be one of the 
best in the business.”
 And then there’s harry redfearn, 
who has been a dear friend of 

michael’s for years.
 “harry’s company Private mountain 
communities provides sales and 
marketing consulting for new develop-
ments in Wnc and was responsible 
for referring me to Seven Falls. he’s a 

great salesman,” says michael. “If he 
was selling pet rocks, I’d own a zoo. 
But when he first told me about Seven 
Falls, I could hear in his voice that he 
really believed this would be a special 
place. he was absolutely right.” 

one of the principals of The Paragon Group, his family 
has been involved in the construction business for three 
generations. The other principals are two of his sons, Scott 
and Skip. Their Greenville, South carolina-based family 
business specializes in custom high-end homes in the caro-
linas and Florida. In that role, larry constantly keeps an eye 
out for great places to build great homes.
 “our banker, Kin Britton, told me I really should take 
a look at Seven Falls,” says larry. “When I went out for a 
look I discovered that harry redfearn was part of the team. 
That was a big plus as I’ve known harry for a long time. 
Then I found out that 
Jim Strickland, who 
we have worked with 
on a Florida project, 
was involved as well. 
With these two plus 
all the other great 
people on the team, 
we knew this was also 
the kind of project we needed to be part of.”
 larry and his son Skip are planning to build a Timberpeg 
model home on the site they purchased. The Timber-
peg post and beam construction home will combine the 
timelessness of centuries-old timber framing with state-of-
the-art building materials to create a “green” and energy-
efficient timber frame home.

“It’s a going to be a beautiful home and ideal for this 
location,” says larry. 
 For his family’s use, larry and his wife Janet are looking 
forward to owning a river cottage. he’s originally from 
the lakes region of michigan and minnesota, so water has 
always been part of his lifestyle. The chance to live so close 
to the French Broad river is another big draw for him.
“Seven Falls is a spectacular piece of property and the 
perfect location for us,” says larry. “It’s just an hour from 
downtown Greenville and there are few more beautiful 
places to go enjoy for a change of scenery.” 
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Sometimes you see the big 
picture in the smallest of details[ ]

Founding member michael o’Bryan was at the 
Practice campus hitting balls with Keith recently.

”

“All these clubs 
work on getting the 
big things right. 
But what takes you 
from being a good 
club to being a 
great club is giving 
the same attention 
to the small things. 
I truly believe Keith 
gets it.
Michael O’Bryan

BELOW: Seven Falls Founding Members 
Michael O’Bryan and Ms. Suzi Smith

ABOVE: Seven	Falls	Members	(clockwise	from	top	left)	Larry	Hutchinson,	
Skip	Wilson,	Linda	Wilson,	and	Janet	Hutchinson

Perfect
For larry hutchinson, all the 

pieces just seemed to fall into place.[ ]
Fit

”
“Seven Falls is 
a spectacular 
piece of property 
and the perfect 
location for us.
Larry	Hutchinson
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Bringing Home Burgundy’s Best 
is steve Pignatiello’s Passion

10   |   

storied
wines

Back in  h i s 

da r tmou th 

college days, 

when Seven 

Falls member 

Steve Pignatiello 

first traveled 

to France, he 

d i dn ’ t  d r i nk 

alcohol. Today 

he’s  a  cer t i f ied 

sommelier, wine im- 

porter, and celebrated 

as the “Burgundy man” 

because of his passion for 

the wines from the world’s small- 

est wine region. The journey from  

his dry days to becoming one of the 

foremost experts on the world’s finest 

 Burgundy wines was quite accidental. 

 And it all began with one sip of wine.

Fluent in French, Steve made a return trip 

to France after college.  “I was living in the 

loire Valley with a family,” says Steve. “They 

served me a macon Village. It's a light, easy 

drinking chardonnay from Burgundy. It was 

 an epiphany. It was the first wine I ever 

t a s t e d  t h a t  I  l i k e d . ”



That first bottle led him to other 
Burgundian wines and eventually to 
the vintners. over the years he and 
the winemakers of Burgundy became 
friends. After selling his business in 
the 1990s, Steve returned for another 
week in Burgundy where he visited a 

different winemaker friend every night.  
That led to another epiphany.
 “I realized that the wine there is 
better than anything we can get in 
America,” says Steve.  he had friends 
willing to sell him their personal family 
wines, mostly unavailable in America. 
“It was a business waiting to happen,” 
says Steve.
 Six months later he was back in 
Burgundy again, explaining to his 
friends how he would sell their wines 
in America. “I told them I knew a lot 
about business and a lot about wines, 
but I knew nothing about the wine 
business,” says Steve.
 he ordered 125 cases of Burgundy 
wine, which he thought an astronomi-
cal amount. A month later he was sold 
out and a business was born.
 “I was told you cannot make a living 
doing just Burgundy,” says Steve. 
“They were wrong.”  

Bringing Burgundy  
to America 
 Today, Steve makes his living 
importing wines from Burgundy. 
Though he’s quick to point out that 
“It's not a job, it's just something 
I fell into. It's a lifestyle more than 
anything.”

What makes Burgundy 
Wines So Special?
 “These wines are so special and so 
good because the families have total 
control over the winemaking process 
from start to finish,” says Steve. The 
vineyards aren’t just family-owned, 
they are worked by the families who 
do their own pruning, handpicking 
and sorting.
 And while the wines from the 
world’s smallest wine region have long 
been acclaimed by those who know 
them, they have been a mystery to the 
masses. The word “Burgundy” is often 
mistaken as a red wine, but actually 
refers to the region of France where 
the vineyards reside and where both 
red and white wines are produced.
 “most of my business is educating 
the people I sell to,” says Steve, who is 
both an importer and distributor. “For 
the most part, French wines don't have 
the grape name on the label, they have 
the place name. If you don't know that 
meursault is in Burgundy and they 
make some of the world's best char-
donnay, then you would never know 
from a wine list.”
 When the wine shop opens in Seven 
Falls Village, the Burgundies Steve 
imports will be available for members 
to taste for themselves.
 
exclusive Trips into the 
Winemaker’s homes 
like his foray into the wine importing 
business, Steve’s entry to the travel 
business was unplanned, too. At wine 

tastings around the country where he 
told the Burgundy story, he began to 
hear a familiar question. “every time 
I do a wine tasting,” he says. “I’m 
always asked if I take people to France. 
I’ve always said, ‘no.’”
 About five years ago, his good friend 
and noted Asheville chef, mark rosen-
stein, suggested they pair their mutual 
passions for Burgundy by offering trips 
that combined both wine and food. 
Because they would be taking people 
into winemaker’s homes for dinner 
and wine tasting, the exclusive, once 
or twice a year trips are limited to just 
six participants each. The response has 
been overwhelming. 
 “We get into the winemaker’s homes 
and they open their personal cellars,” 
says Steve. “People seem to love it. 
The trips sell out a year ahead of time. 
These trips aren’t my normal business, 
but something I do to reward people 
who buy wine from me or are affiliated 
with me, such as Seven Falls.” 
 For those who have been on the trip, 
the accolades are universal. “For us, 
who are into wine, food and ambience, 
it was the ultimate travel experience. 
There’s a different dimension to this 
trip when Steve gets you behind the 
closed doors,” says Beth Brannon of 
Asheville, who went with her husband 
Broadus. “The families we visited were 
eager to share their dinner and finest 
wines from the family cellar.”
 Alice and nick Quinif of Thomasville, 
Georgia say it was “an exceptional trip, 
a once in a lifetime experience. The 
wine, the food, everything we did with 
the winemakers was unbelievable.”
 For a career built on serendipity, 
Steve Pignatiello has created a business 
as special as the world-famous wine 
region it so elegantly serves. 

”
“I realized that the 
wine is better than 
anything we can 
get in America… 
It was a business 
waiting to happen
Steve Pignatiello
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ABOVE: Seven Falls Member Steve Pignatiello’s 
(left)	small-group	trips	to	Burgundy	combine	
the	best	of	the	region’s	wine	and	food.

Obtain the Property Report required by Federal Law and read it before 
signing anything. No Federal agency has judged the merits or value, 
if any, of this property. This is not intended to be an offer to sell nor 

a solicitation of offer to buy real estate in North Carolina to residents of New 
York, New Jersey or any other state or other jurisdiction where prohibited by law, 
unless registered or exemptions are available. Pricing, features, plans, specifications, 
options, dimensions, design and details described or depicted are proposed only 
and are subject to change without notice. Photographs, drawings and renderings 
are conceptual only and all dimensions are approximate. ©2008 Seven Falls, LLC.

For inquiries, please contact:  
John mcIntosh  

director of communications
39 Pleasant Grove church road  

hendersonville, nc 28739 
866.473.2557 

jmcintosh@sevenfallsnc.com

Bill griffon - general manager 
bgriffon@sevenfallsnc.com 

tim reihm - membership Director 
treihm@sevenfallsnc.com

Katie smith - member concierge 
ksmith@sevenfallsnc.com

mark Darnell - Director of golf 
mdarnell@sevenfallsnc.com

pete huber - Director of Instruction 
phuber@sevenfallsnc.com

mike Vasilenko 
Director of human resources 

mvasilenko@sevenfallsnc.com

Kathy stonkus 
front Desk coordinator 
kstonkus@sevenfallsnc.com

Joe Baidy - golf superintendent 
jbaidy@sevenfallsnc.com

look for us in the following  
publications this fall:

LINKS 

Golf Digest

Golf Magazine

WNC Magazine

G Magazine

LEFT TO RIGHT FIRST ROW:

Kathy Stonkus Sales Welcome Center,  
  Front Desk Coordinator 
Matt  Adamski PGA Golf Professional 
Katie Smith Member Concierge

{ }how Stories 
Sell Wine

crémant’s winemaker had 
a new cellar master and the guy did a 
great job, but at the end of the year 

they were short 25 cases. 
So the winemaker and his wife called 

the cellar master and said, “We’re really 
happy with what you’re doing, but we 
are upset that we’re missing 25 cases of 
wine. We can’t have you stealing 300 

bottles from us.” 
The cellar master let the winemaker and 
his wife talk. When they were done, he 
asked them, “do you keep a bottle of 

this crémant in your refrigerator?” 
“yes, we do,” said the wife. 

“Well, last year you drank almost one 
per day...about 300 bottles.” 

It's not about selling wine, says 
Steve. It’s about telling stories 
about the winemakers and their 
lifestyle, families and cultures. 
That’s what gets people interested 
in the wines of Burgundy. here’s 
one of his stories, which has helped 
make crémant sparkling wine one 
of his biggest sellers:

LEFT TO RIGHT BACK ROW:

Chris Lynskey Controller / Business Manager 
Sharon Lingelbach Resale Director 
Mike Vasilenko Director of Human Resources

To learn more about 
Burgundy and its wines, 
visit Steve’s website at  
www.pcommswines.com



A day with

Kenny G

JJust when you thought the day couldn’t 
get any better, it did. Just after Arnie 
wowed folks with the opening drive at 
the Practice campus, musician Kenny G 
stepped out of the crowd.   
 mr. Palmer, with a dose of friendly 
kidding, invited Kenny to show off his 
golf swing. While many in attendance 
were familiar with the Grammy award 
winner’s musical accomplishments, not 
many knew he was nearly as expert with 
a driver as the saxophone.
 Without so much as a full practice 
swing, he stepped up to the ball and 
striped it down the middle of the range.
 The “G” in his name doesn’t stand 
for golfer, but it well could. rated the 
#1 golfer in Golf Digest’s “Top 100 in 
music” list, Kenny sports an impressive 
+0.6 handicap. Seven Falls members 
also discovered he sports an engaging 
personality as he stayed to sign auto-
graphs and pose for pictures. 
 The jazz star was in town to give a 
private concert for Seven Falls members 

and their friends that evening at the 
diana Wortham Theatre in Asheville. 
he and his band thrilled the audience 
in the intimate setting with a two-hour 
concert filled with his best-known 
songs like “Songbird” and “What a 
Wonderful World,” his virtual duet 
with louis Armstrong. The band 
also delighted the crowd with selec-
tions from his new cd “rhythm & 

romance,” inspired by jazz bossa nova.
 Perhaps equally surprising to those 
present was Kenny’s obvious friend-
ship and affection for Keith and Paula. 
during the show, Kenny presented 
them with the first ever saxophone 
from his new line of instruments. They 
returned the favor by having a five-
foot birthday cake rolled out on stage 
to surprise the musician.
 What came as no surprise was the 
rousing standing ovation at the end of 
the evening. 

Join Kenny G for a day in the life 
of a jazz star, Seven Falls style[ ]

“I	went	to	the	Masters	in	1964	for	the	first	
time.	I	haven’t	missed	a	year	since.	One	of	
my	most	memorable	moments	was	follow-
ing	Ben	Hogan’s	round	when	he	shot	66	
in	the	third	round	in	1967.	I	remember	he	
shot	36	on	the	front	nine	and	I	saw	a	few	
of	those	holes.	Then	I	picked	him	up	on	the	
12th	tee	and	followed	him	in	from	there	

when	he	shot	30.	All	of	
a	sudden	his	name	was	
on	the	leaderboard.	It	
was	a	special	day.	Mr.	
Hogan	was	55	at	the	
time and to see him 
trudge	up	the	fairway	
on	18	was	special.	
	 I	got	to	know	Mr.	
Hogan	fairly	well.	I	was	
on the Hogan advisory 

staff	and	I	had	the	pleasure	of	playing	
golf	with	him	one	time.	I	got	a	call	from	
the president of the Ben Hogan Company 
and	he	asked	me	to	come	to	Fort	Worth,	
Texas	a	few	days	early	for	the	annual	board	
meeting. When he picked me up at the 
airport,	he	told	me	we	were	going	to	have	

lunch	with	Mr.	Hogan.	Then	he	said,	“Oh,	I	
forgot	to	tell	you.	You’re	playing	golf	with	
Mr.	Hogan	today,	too.”	
	 So	it	was	just	Mr.	Hogan	and	me,	the	two	
of	us,	playing	at	Shady	Oaks.	It	just	gives	
me	chills	even	thinking	about	it	now.	Hogan	
was	like	the	Tiger	Woods	of	today.	You	just	
kind	of	stood	in	awe	of	him.	He	was	a	little	
guy,	only	5’7”,	but	he	looked	a	lot	taller	
than	that	to	me.	I	remember	we	were	on	
the	practice	tee	before	we	went	out	to	play	
and	Hogan	was	hitting	balls.	I	walked	over	
and	said,	“What	club	are	you	hitting?”	He	
said,	“A	five	iron.”	And	I	asked,	“How	far	
do	you	hit	the	five?”	And	he	looked	at	me,	
and	he	wasn’t	being	cute,	he	was	dead	
serious.	“As	far	as	I	have	to.”	  

mark’s Tidbits
director of Golf mark darnell’s life in golf 
includes over 30 years as club professional 
at West lake country club in Augusta, 
Georgia. As a neighbor to Augusta national, 
he had the opportunity to meet many of 
golf’s legends, work with some of today’s 
upcoming PGA Tour players, and play 
a round or two with an impressive list of 
luminaries. here’s one of mark’s countless 
stories from a life lived on the links.

“one of the most enjoyable aspects of golf is improving 
your game,” says Pete huber, director of Instruction at 
Seven Falls.
 If that’s the case, Pete’s going to be the most popular 
man on “campus.”
 The PGA master Profes-
sional has taught thousands 
of individuals over his career, 
ranging from major champi-
onship winners to beginners. 
he’s been awarded regional 
PGA Teacher of the year many 
times. now he’s brought his 
teaching skills to The campus 
at Seven Falls. members can 
anticipate an upward swing 
in their game under Pete’s 
tutelage.
 “I like to think of myself 
more as a coach,” says Pete. “I 

work with people to help them achieve their goals.”
 With a 60-acre Practice campus, Arnold Palmer Golf 
Academy, and every imaginable high tech teaching tool at 
his disposal, Pete is very excited about helping golfers of 
every skill level.

 “We definitely have the 
‘Wow!’ factor with our 
advanced tools,” says Pete. 
“But the bottom line is 
that we’ll use these tools to 
simplify the game and make it 
fun for the members.”
 one of an elite few 
PGA professionals (includ-
ing director of Golf mark 
darnell) who has achieved 
PGA master Professional 
status, Pete has been a 
member of the PGA of 
America since 1989. 

Golf lessons PeTe h uBer hAS  A  zeAl  For TeAchInG{ }
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BELOW:	Jazz	legend	Kenny	G	tees	up	at	
the Seven Falls Practice Campus

ABOVE: The beautiful soprano saxophone 
given	to	Keith	Vinson	by	Kenny	G

ABOVE: Pete	Huber	coaches	a	Seven	Falls	Member	on	her	swing



monarch Park 

than in the effort to balance the accelerated build-out of 
amenities with the preservation of the natural environment 
that makes this place so special.
 That commitment is quite evident in the attention to 
detail in monarch Park. The newly completed community 
space is located at the bottom of Folly hill Trail, which 
links Flat rock Falls to laurel cascades. The park was care-
fully designed by Bruce lowe, ASlA, of clark & company 
to preserve the wetland habitat that borders holes 11 and 
12 of the championship course. 
 “Keith wanted to create a space that would preserve and 
enhance the ecosystem and provide a beautiful and relaxing 
environment for Seven Falls members to enjoy. clark & 
company carefully selected plants that would attract a 
wide variety of birds and butterflies while using only native 
plants. The park will pop with color and life through every 
season,” says General manager Bill Griffon.
 The park serves as a transitional space between the Seven 
Falls Trail System and the Arnold Palmer-designed golf 
course. The five-acre monarch Park connects to the eight 
mile master-planned trail system that passes the communi-
ty’s many water falls and runs along the bank of the French 

Broad river.
The name monarch Park celebrates both golf’s King and 
one of the beautiful species of butterflies that inhabits the 
park.   
 members are encouraged to come out and experience 
the natural beauty of monarch Park and Folly hill Trail for 
themselves. contact Tim reihm, membership director, for 
a guided tour. 

The philosophy for Seven Falls  
is simple. We do it right or we  
don’t do it at all. nowhere is that  
philosophy more important

16      A WALK IN THE PARK: Seven Falls Members 
take a stroll through Monarch Park

gets itswings

The Practice campus is open. The first 
ball was fittingly teed up and blasted 
down the driving range by Arnold 
Palmer. musician Kenny G was next in 
line and then the members took their 
place at the practice tees.  
 “This is one of the finest golf 
practice facilities I’ve ever seen,” said 
mr. Palmer. “It’s rare to have the privi-
lege of 60 acres dedicated to teaching 
the game. I think the acreage has been 
put to a wonderful use and will help 
golfers tremendously.”
 designed by the Arnold Palmer 
design company, the world-class, 
60-acre Practice campus features a 

teaching course with nine holes, where 
golfers can practice real shots under 
real conditions, using every club in 
their bag. There’s also a six-acre short 
game area, full swing and wedge 
practice tees, and the Arnold Palmer 
Golf Academy with all-season, covered 
teaching bays. 
 “The learning experience at the 
Practice campus is extraordinary,” 
says mark darnell, director of Golf. 
“Golfers will be given individual 
attention—from club fitting to swing 
lessons. They can practice what they’ve 
learned under tournament-ready 
conditions—the same grasses, sand 

bunkers, and greens found on the 
championship course.” 
 Inside the state-of-the-art, 5,200-sq. 
ft. Golf Academy, golfers will have 
access to the very latest and techno-
logically advanced golf teaching equip-
ment, including 3-d motion Analysis 
Technology, swing and putting studios, 
Trackman Pro launch monitor (the 
same as used on the PGA Tour), 
putting analysis system, K-Vest, fitness 
and stretching rooms, a club repair and 
fitting room, and member’s grill. 
 For golfers looking to fine-tune 
their game in a magnificent mountain 
setting, The campus at Seven Falls is 
a comprehensive teaching and practice 
destination that is second to none. The 
teaching staff at the Golf Academy, led 
by Pete huber, will offer individual 
and group lessons along with clinics for 
adults and kids.  
 “Keith’s commitment to creating 
a destination golf campus as an 
amenity that is unrivaled anywhere 
in the country is the key to what you 
see here,” says Pete. “Between the 
teaching course, short game area, 
and all the amenities of the Academy, 
there’s no place else like it.” 

60Acres of
Golfheaven

BeST-I n-counTr y PrAcTI ce  cAm PuS  oPenS{ }

The TITleIST Pro v1’S Are FlyInG oVer The cArPeT oF 
FInely mAnIcured BlueGrASS And FeScue.

CHRISTENING THE CAMPUS: Members take 
inaugural	swings	on	the	new	Practice	Campus	
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14-year old cory and 15-year old 
Kayla Sciupider, the children of 
members david and mary, have got 
the game to take on golfers well 
beyond their age range. The junior 
golfers have racked up impressive tour-
nament stats over the last few years 
and they are just itching to take their 
games to another level on the practice 
grounds of The campus.
 “The practice facility looks better 
than any I’ve ever seen,” says Kayla, 
a three-time player of the year in the 
Western north carolina Junior Golf 
Association (WncJGA). “ I can’t wait 
to practice on it,” adds cory, himself a 
five-time WncJGA player of the year. 
“I think it’s really going to help my 
game.”
 one look at the trophy room at 
their home across the street from the 
etowah Valley country club and you 
wonder how much better they can get. 
They’ve been playing from the white 
tees for years, drive the ball well over 

200 yards, and have won more tourna-
ments than you can keep track of.
 corey’s proudest tournament 
moment wasn’t even a win. Just 10 
years old, he played in the Future 

masters in dothan, Alabama, and 
placed “10th or 11th” in a field of 
over 50. “I thought I did pretty 
good,” he says.
 For Kayla it was coming from five 
strokes behind on the final day of the 
2007 marcy hart Girls Tour champi-
onship and winning by five. She shot a 
72 from the men’s tees on the final day 
to complete the 10-stroke turnaround. 
 Both started golfing at a young age, 
under the guidance of their dad. cory 
was four and Kayla was five when they 
first picked up golf clubs.
 “my dad got us these wooden clubs 

and we went out in the yard and hit 
whiffle balls,” says Kayla, who placed 
third in her very first tournament.
 But her dad says it’s not all about 
collecting trophies, it’s about working 
hard to reach your potential. one of 
the primary reasons the Sciupiders 
bought at Seven Falls was the oppor-
tunity that the campus gives their kids 
to practice using the best teaching 
aids, instruction, and practice facilities 
available anywhere.
 “What we do as parents,” says 
david, who is the director of the 
WncJGA, “is instill a work ethic. 
Basically the person who hits the most 
golf balls is going to win. It’s going 
to take a lot of work, a lot more work 
than they’ve put in up to this point. 
each year they’ve progressively worked 
harder and harder on their game. 

consequently they’ve enjoyed better 
results.” 
 What do cory and Kayla like most 
about golf?
 “I like how it’s an individual sport,” 
says Kayla. “I’m playing soccer right 
now. you have to rely on the team. In 
golf you have to rely on yourself.”
 For cory, golf lets him compete 
with his friends while still having 
fun. “I always have fun,” he says. “I 
play basketball, too. But sometimes 
everyone doesn’t have a good night or 
you don’t have a good night. In golf, 
you decide your fate.”
 For both cory and Kayla, their 
ultimate goal is professional golf. But 
that dream is still far off. For now, they 
take joy in competing, playing with 
their friends, and occasionally getting 
to meet a legend like Arnold Palmer. 
 “It was awesome,” says cory of 
shaking mr. Palmer’s hand and getting 
his autograph at Bay hill. his sister, 
Kayla, adds, “he’s amazing. I think 
he’s a really good role model.”
 A really good role model, indeed. 
For golfers of all ages. 

We hope to see you here!

Sibling 
Golfers 

with Sweet Swings

August

1  Seafood Boil, Broil & Brass
   Golf:	4	Hole	Bunker	Blast	&	 

Technology Challenge
  Food: Crab/Shrimp Boil

8  Go Low Country or Pro
  Golf: Beat the Pro
  Kids: Putt Putt Competition
  Food:	Lowcountry	Cuisine

15 Steaks & Sticks
  Golf: Closest to the Pin
  Entertainment:	Karoake
 

22 Now That’s A Spicy Scramble
   Golf: Reverse Scramble &  

Pete’s Principles
  Food:	Italian	Cuisine

29 Roast & Rumble
  Golf: Technology Challenge
	 	 Kids:	Parent/Child	Scramble
  Food: Pig Roast

September

6  Seis de Septiembre
  Golf: Couples Championship
  Kids: Putt Putt Competition
  Entertainment: Mariachi Band

13 Wild Night Game(s)
   Golf:	Glow	Ball	Tournament	&	Night	

Putting Madness
  Entertainment: Bluegrass Band

20 Europeans Served Sans Heat
   Golf: Red and Blue Round Robin & 

Pete’s Principles
  Food:	Sushi	Night

27 Falls Carnaval
   Golf: Member/Guest &  

Technology Challenge
  Food:	Brazilian	Steak	Night 
 
*ALL EVENTS AT THE PRACTICE CAMPUS

calendar of events

”
“The practice 
facility looks better 
than any I’ve ever 
seen.
Kayla	Sciupider

consider this fair 
warning when the 
championship course 
opens at Seven Falls. 
If you come across a 
couple of young teens 
waiting to tee off, you 
may want to think 
twice about challeng-
ing them to a match.
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Two Seven Falls teens are making a 
name for themselves in junior golf[ ]

SIBLING RIVALRY:	Cory	Sciupider	(14)	surveys	the	green	as	Kayla	(15)	putts



Fast Forward
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A record attendance of over 500 was 
on hand June 7 to see the progress 
firsthand. For those who hadn’t visited 
the property in a few months, the 
progress was remarkable. The 60-acre 
Practice campus was open and ready 
for members. The Village area and 
Palmer Place (with each homesite 
neatly laid out) were graded and ready 
for construction to begin. excitement 

filled the air, like the spectacular 
oversized kites flying overhead that 
day. Seven Falls friends Arnold Palmer 
and Kenny G were here to help us 
celebrate. When all was said and done, 
the grand opening of the Practice 
campus and groundbreaking of the 
Villas at Palmer Place drove over $20 
million in sales. 
 With the focus around the big 

tent set up between the Village and 
the Practice campus, what wasn’t 
nearly apparent to those present was 
the progress across the way on the 
mountain neighborhoods and on the 
championship course.
 “The pace of construction is steady 
and strong,” says Bill lapsley, who’s in 
charge of the community’s land plan. 
“By summer’s end, we’ll be finished 

Stand still for a moment here and the world seems to swirl 
around you at a dizzying pace. The past few months have 
been a whirlwind of activity and constant forward motion as 
the components of Seven Falls clicked into place.

•	 	The	covered	bridge	on	Seven	Falls	Parkway	
will	be	complete,	as	well	as	the	relocation	
of Pleasant Grove Church Road. 

•	 	The	Villas	at	Palmer	Place	and	the	first	
Townhomes	will	be	under	construction.

•	 	The	underground	electric	power	and	
fiber	to	home	lines	for	Phase	I	will	also	be	
underway

•	 	The	Championship	Course	is	well	under	
construction	with	an	anticipated	2009	
opening.

•	 	Stream	restoration	of	Little	Willow	Creek	at	
the	Practice	Campus	will	be	completed.

•	 	The	walking	trail	from	Flat	Rock	Falls	to	
Monarch Park is already complete. Other 
trails	will	follow.

with a number of major projects.” 
 So while private communities 
around the country and the region 
have paused in their plans, Seven Falls 
has taken its cue from the developer 
and our members to move forward 
ahead of schedule.
 “When the outlook of this market 
turns around—and it will, we will be 
poised to lead because of our commit-
ment now,” says Keith. “our custom-
ers are people who have earned the 
ability to buy what they want, when 
they want. We owe it to them to create 
their community now, not later.” 

here’s what you can expect in the fall: 

TOWNHOMES UNDER CONSTRUCTION

Seven Falls surges
ahead of schedule



T
They are…in every way.
 For starters, they bear his name. And the Villas just 
happen to be the first real estate product mr. Palmer has 
ever endorsed. The 35 luxury golf homes will also feature 
the golf legend’s memorabilia. 
 Beautifully designed and professionally decorated, the 
spacious 3,145-sq. ft. Villas will feature four master suites, 
a wood-burning fireplace in the great 
room, gourmet kitchens with Viking 
appliances, custom cherry cabinets, and 
red oak flooring. 
 With the mountains of Western 
north carolina providing a grand 
backdrop for outdoor living, the Villas 
will have large screened-in back porches 
(over 800-sq. ft.) with hardwood floors 
and an outdoor fireplace. you can 

also opt for a Viking summer kitchen to complement the 
outdoor dining area. 
 To say mr. Palmer was impressed as he surveyed the 
layout of the neighborhood and the designs of the homes 
would be putting it mildly. he told the crowd gathered 
under the tent to celebrate the occasion that “I just might 
look at getting one for myself.”

 The Villas will be a golfer’s 
delight. designed to take full advan-
tage of Seven Falls’ Arnold Palmer 
Premier championship course and the 
Practice campus, the Villas are set in 
an exclusive neighborhood between 
the Practice campus and the Village. 
As a resident of the Villas, you will 
enjoy your own Palmer Place tees at 
the driving range. 

 Villa residents will also enjoy a unique set of privileges, 
including a 4-seat golf cart that parks in its own climate-
controlled space. The carts will be handy for visiting the 
shops and cafés of the adjacent Village and getting to the 
Palmer Place Tees. 
 These low-maintenance luxury Villas are also available 

furnished, with everything included from window treat-
ments to artwork and the Arnold Palmer memorabilia. For 
those who wish to include their Villa in the Seven Falls 
Property management Program, the club will manage its 
use and provide everything for a turnkey experience, right 
down to the linens and dinnerware. 

Among the premier residential home-
builders	in	the	Carolinas,	Infinity	spe-
cializes	in	the	highest	quality	homes	in	
high-end,	amenity-rich	communities.	
Given the beautiful settings of the 
mountain	region,	the	builder	focuses	on	
two	very	important	features	–	Open	 
Living	and	Outdoor	Living,	where	
adequate	open	space,	indoors	and	out-
doors is critical to the living experience. 

Builder: Architect: Interior	Designer:

One of the region’s most celebrated 
architectural	firms,	Shamburger	brings	
a sense of history and tradition to 
its	mountain-based,	resort-oriented	
designs.	Known	for	its	high-end	custom	
residential	creations,	its	homes	are	
designed so clients can settle effortlessly 
into	their	retreat,	entertain	guests,	enjoy	
their	families,	and	allow	for	a	time	and	
place for private moments together.

Noted	for	their	specialized	work	in	
Western	North	Carolina’s	premier	golf	
communities,	Pleasant	Surroundings	is	
a	small,	efficient	firm	that	takes	pride	in	
the	well-rounded	creative	efforts	of	its	
interior design team. From its Henderson-
ville,	NC	studio,	the	company	serves	the	
region’s	major	markets	with	all	aspects	
of	interior	design,	historic	preservation,	
project	management,	and	brokerage	of	
furnishings,	art	and	accessories.

IT TAKeS A TAlenTed TeAm

homes  
Fit For A King

VIllAS  AT  PAlmer PlAce celeBrATe 
The mounTAInS  And The mAn{ }

The name Arnold Palmer has always represented the very 
best. So when he participated in the groundbreaking 
for the new Villas at Palmer Place on June 7, you knew 
immediately these homes had to be something special.

22      LEFT: Arnold Palmer at the site of Villas

BELOW:	The	June	7th	Event	unveiled	the	Palmer	Place	neighborhood,	situated	ideally	between	the	Practice	Campus	and	the	future	Club	Village.
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Keith	and	Susan	Black	pause	with	their	daughters	(from	
left)	Katharine,	Sarah	and	Michelle	at	Laurel	Cascades	
after enjoying an afternoon hike on the Seven Falls 
trail	system.	Over	eight	miles	of	trails	will	link	a	series	
of	parks	in	the	community,	passing	several	of	the	many	
waterfalls	and	following	the	French	Broad	River.	

Reprinted	with	permission	of	LINKS	magazine

Green
SeVen FAllS GolF & rIVer cluB:

“We are an outdoor lifestyle community that is fortunate 
to have one of the most naturally scenic pieces of property 
you’ll ever come across,” says director of communications, 
John mcIntosh. “Being ecologically responsible was never 
a question for us because this is a way of life we want to 
preserve for our children and their children. our mission 
is to be as green a community as possible to insure that 
legacy.”
 This commitment led lInKS magazine to 
select Seven Falls as one of the first sites of a 
lInKS Green house. Seven Falls is taking the 
opportunity to push the ecological envelope 
with a leed-certified dream golf home. 
leed (leadership in energy and environ-
mental design) is the u.S. Green Building 
council’s national benchmark for designing 
and constructing high-performance buildings.
 leed uses an independent third-party rating system to 
certify homes. eight performance categories are rated and a 
home must achieve a minimal score of 45 points to qualify. 
The process is rigorous, even more so for houses reaching 
toward elite Platinum certification. But the rewards are 
great. According to the Green Building council, “A green 
home uses less energy, water and natural resources; creates 

less waste; and is healthier and more comfortable for the 
occupants.” And not insignificantly, a leed-certified home 
dramatically decreases energy bills and increases resale values.
 “This community is committed to the highest level of 
excellence in everything we do. That’s reflected in our 
choice to become a Palmer Premier club,” says the devel-
oper, Keith Vinson. 
 In fact, Seven Falls will be home to the first Arnold 
Palmer Premier championship golf club, a new golf and 
luxury lifestyle experience from the Arnold Palmer design 
company. Palmer Premier goes beyond the golf course 
deep into a community’s lifestyle, amenities and service, all 
of which must adhere to five-star standards. At the heart of 
Palmer Premier’s mission is their “sustainable yet beautiful” 
philosophy of creating pure golf experiences with core golf 
courses that are in harmony with the environment. 
 The lInKS Green house at Seven Falls will be inspired 
by those standards. 
 The property for the Seven Falls green home has already 
been selected and the development team is actively review-

ing eco-savvy architects to design their 
lInKS Green house. In the meantime, 
Seven Falls is busy practicing what they 
preach. “our first priority was to restore the 
land to its original grandeur,” says mcIntosh. 
“We’re cleaning up the streams and the 
French Broad river, along with untangling 
the overgrowth that was threatening to choke 
dozens of waterfalls on our property.” 
 And even before a single resident has 

moved in, Seven Falls is planning an aggressive recycling 
program. They are also ready to provide complete resources 
for property owners so that they, too, can opt to build 
green. 
 “We’re excited about the lInKS Green house project,” 
says Vinson. “As a developer, it is our responsibility to lead 
by example.”

Located 20 miles from Asheville 
in North Carolina’s Blue Ridge 
Mountains, Seven Falls Golf and 
River Club broke ground just last 
summer in one of the country’s 
hottest real estate markets. Before 
a bulldozer ever dipped its blade 
into the rich, brown soil, the private 
community was already committed 
to environmental preservation.

Painting a Blank canvas
making memories To last A lifetime

{ }with



And he has shown that genius once more at Seven Falls Golf and River Club in the mountains of 
Western North Carolina. Palmer Premier is a new golf designation and luxury lifestyle experience where 
every detail is inspired, influenced and elevated to the standards of Arnold Palmer. Seven Falls is the 
first of a handful of clubs personally selected by Mr. Palmer for this designation. We proudly welcome 
the Seven Falls management team and its members to our family of Arnold Palmer golf destinations. 
And we look forward to working with them to provide a timeless combination of five-star service and 

amenities with legendary Arnold Palmer golf.

We invite you to learn more about the Palmer Premier championship course 
and club at Seven Falls Golf and River Club by visiting 

SevenFallsGolf.com

© 2008 Arnold Palmer Design Company. All rights reserved. Arnold Palmer, ArnoldPalmerDesign.com, and the “Umbrella” Logo 
are registered trademarks owned by Arnold Palmer Enterprises.
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when it comes to a world 
class golf experience, 

he’s known for 
 his stroke of genius.


