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Jackson girl wins 
state spelling bee

Jackson Hole Middle School 
eighth-grader Catherine 
Cloetta sailed through the 
Casper Star-Tribune’s state 
spelling bee Saturday after-
noon without asking for a 
definition.

Cloetta, 14, spelled 
“punctilio” to win the contest 
and become Wyoming’s sole 
representative in the Scripps-
Howard national bee, set for 
May 29-30 in Washington 
D.C.

As has become her style, 
the quiet teen was modest 
about her win.

“It was my goal” to get into 
the top 25, Cloetta said. “The 

words I got were relatively 
easy. There were some words I 
was really glad I didn’t get. I 
got lucky with the words.”

Cloetta won the Teton 
County bee in 2007 and placed 
sixth in Casper without 
studying much, foiled by 
“kielbasa.” 

This year, she won the 
school bee and studied a 
spelling word list with her 
mom, Becky, “when we had 
spare time. Not every day.”

The state competition 
begins with a written spelling 
test in the morning, and the 
oral competition in the 
afternoon. 

Cloetta rode to Casper with 
Henry Eden, a sixth-grader 
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Sean Doyle of Snowbird, Colo., jumps from a cliff in Casper Bowl during the first run of the Jackson 
Hole Freeskiing Open on Saturday at Jackson Hole Mountain Resort. Eleven valley residents were 
among the 57 competitors that reached the finals Sunday.
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china aims 
at tibetans

TONGREN, China (AP) — 
Protests spread from Tibet into 
three neighboring provinces 
Sunday as Tibetans defied a 
Chinese government crack-
down, while the Dalai Lama 
decried what he called the 
“cultural genocide” taking 
place in his homeland.

Demonstrations widened to 
Tibetan communities in 
Sichuan, Qinghai and Gansu 
provinces, forcing authorities 
to mobilize security forces 
across a broad expanse of 
western China.

In Tongren, riot police sent 
to prevent protests set off 
tensions when they took up 
positions outside a monastery. 
Dozens of monks, defying a 
directive not to gather in 
groups, marched to a hill where 
they set off fireworks and 

burned incense in what one 
monk said was a protest, 
according to an Associated 
Press reporter at the scene.

In a sign that authorities 
were preparing for trouble, AP 
and other foreign journalists 
were ordered out of the Tibetan 
parts of Gansu and Qinghai 
provinces by police who told 
them it was for their “safety.”

Meanwhile, police in the 
Tibetan capital, Lhasa, 
searched buildings as today’s 
deadline loomed for people who 
took part in a violent anti-
Chinese uprising last week to 
surrender or face severe 
punishment.

Speaking from India, the 
Dalai Lama, the spiritual 
leader of Tibetans, called for 
an international investigation 

See China page 14


