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Myth #1: You need an extensive background with horses to
become an equine vet.
Equine practitioners come into practice with a
wide-range of horse knowledge. In fact, one-third
of AAEP members had a small amount or no
equine experience prior to veterinary school. So
if you think you might have an interest, increase
your exposure to horses by signing up for a vet-
erinary externship through the Avenues Program.

Myth #2: Starting salaries for equine practitioners are lower.
It’s true that market data suggests that, in compari-
son to other specialties, equine practitioners make
less than other specialties during their initial post-
graduate year. However, the AAEP believes that 
this number is skewed because internships are more
common in equine medicine. After this initial year,
salaries increase sharply, and, according to the
2005 AVMA-Pfizer Business Practices Study, 
equine vets actually earn over $8,000 more per
year than the mean veterinary income and are 
the second-highest paid of all specialties.

Myth #3: Equine practice can require a lot of hours.
Equine practice is like other branches of veterinary
medicine in that the first few years of practice typi-
cally require longer hours as you gain more hands-
on clinical experience. However, having a healthy
lifestyle is a priority of the newer generations of
equine practitioners, which means that there are
greater opportunities to have a balanced life.

Myth #4: Equine practice requires you to live in a rural area.
In the United States, horse ownership is growing at
a record pace, so you no longer need to live and
work in a rural area. Opportunities abound in both
suburban and rural communities, so you can
choose to practice in the area that is best for you.

Myth #5: AAEP membership isn’t beneficial for a mixed 
practitioner.
Only one-third of AAEP members classify
themselves as exclusively equine, so there is
tremendous value for practitioners who work 
on multiple species.

Explore a career in equine

veterinary medicine by joining

the AAEP today!

American Association of Equine Practitioners
4075 Iron Works Parkway • Lexington, KY  40511

Phone: (800) 443-0177/(859) 233-0147 • E-mail: aaepoffice@aaep.org • Web: www.aaep.org

To improve the health and welfare of the horse, to further the professional development of its members, and to provide
resources and leadership for the benefit of the equine industry.

Contact your AAEP student chapter president, advisor or the AAEP at (859) 233-0147, toll-free (800) 443-0177 or
aaepoffice@aaep.org.
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Five Myths 
About Equine Practice

Mission Statement

We know that you’ll need your AAEP membership more than ever as you work to start your career, increase your equine
veterinary knowledge and improve your clinical skills. We offer a variety of resources to make the transition into practice 
a little easier, including:

AAEP

And After
Graduation...

• Discounts on AAEP membership dues for the first three
years,

• Educational programs designed for your skill level, like wet
labs and seminars for new graduates,

• The Vet2Vet Mentoring Program, matching you with an
experienced veterinarian as an extra source of support and
information,

• The online Career Center to assist in finding that perfect
position!, and

• Over 130 internship practices to choose from through the
Avenues online program.
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Questions?
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AAEP and Industry Publications

AAEP members receive The Mentor, a special monthly e-
newsletter just for students, a DVD of the Annual
Convention’s Proceedings and a free subscription to industry

publications The Horse, EQUUS and
Compendium Equine*.

Avenues
Internship/Externship
Program

Avenues aligns student members with an
experienced AAEP-member practitioner
to learn the skills that can’t be captured
through academic studies. Whether you

are looking for a summer externship to explore your interest in
the equine field or a one-year, post-graduation internship where
you can gain confidence and clinical skills, the Avenues online
database can help you find the
perfect position and practice.

Online Resources

Student members have complete
access to the AAEP Web site,
www.aaep.org, which houses a
database of equine veterinary
articles, archives of Equine
Veterinary Education scientific
journal, case studies, audio and
video presentations, a Career
Center and much more.

Short Courses

To supplement your studies, the
AAEP has created a series of
courses brought directly to
your university. Short course
topics include podiatry, den-
tistry and emergency and 
disaster preparedness.

Annual Convention
Discounts and
Student Programs

The AAEP Annual
Convention is the world’s
largest equine veterinary event
with programs just for you,
like the Annual Student
Program and Luncheon and
the Avenues Internship/Externship Career Night. There’s no
better opportunity to learn, to network with practitioners, find
a job or internship and just bond with your fellow veterinary
students – all for a discounted student registration fee.

Opportunities in Equine Practice
Seminar (OEPS)

Coordinated by Rood and Riddle Equine Hospital in
Lexington, Ky., OEPS is designed for third-year veterinary
students as an introduction to all aspects of the profession
– from specialization to general practice, from the large
hospital setting to practicing solo. AAEP National Student
Membership is required to attend this program.

Purina Mills Equine Veterinary
Student Conference

The annual Equine Veterinary Student Conference hosted
by Purina Mills brings together selected fourth-year stu-
dents from U.S. veterinary schools to learn about career
management as well as attend a special program on
equine nutrition. Attendees must be an AAEP National
Student Member. 

Scholarships

Each fall, eight $2,500 scholarships are awarded to fourth-year
students through a partnership with the AAEP Foundation and
the American Live Stock Insurance Company (ALSIC). Each
veterinary college determines the criteria for selection and nom-
inates one candidate who plans to enter equine practice after
graduation and is an AAEP National Student Member.  

Learn more about AAEP National
Student Membership at www.aaep.org!

National Student Membership Application

To qualify for AAEP National Student Membership, you must currently be enrolled in a college of veterinary medicine.

Please type or print legibly.

Contact Information

Name:________________________________________________________________________________________________________

First, Middle Initial, Last, Suffix

Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________________

City: ______________________________________ State/Province: ____________________________________________________

Zip/Postal Code: ____________________________ Country: ________________________________________________________

Phone:______________________________________ E-Mail: __________________________________________________________

❏ Do not publish e-mail address in AAEP directories.

Gender: M/F Birth date: ___/___/___

mm/dd/yy

Veterinary School:________________________________________________ Graduation year: ______________________________

Payment Information

All amounts are in U.S. dollars. Payments drawn on banks outside the U.S. must be made by International Money Order.
Membership is non-transferable, and, upon approval, fees are non-refundable.

* Please note: Media partner publications may not be available to students residing outside North America.

My $35 payment is made by:

❏ Check # ___________________

❏ Credit Card: (select one) ❏ MasterCard ❏ American Express ❏ VISA

Card Number: __________________________________________ Exp. Date:____________________________________________

Name as it appears on card: ____________________________________________________________________________________

As a condition of granting membership in AAEP, I shall abide by the AAEP’s Ethical and Professional Guidelines, bylaws and the procedures of
their enforcement. I hold harmless and release AAEP, its officers, directors, employees, agents or others acting on behalf of AAEP, from any and
all liability arising out of the acceptance or rejection of this application and the suspension or termination of membership. I hereby declare that
all statements contained in this form are true and correct and that I have not suppressed or misstated any facts.

Signature: ______________________________________________ Date: ________________________________________________

the American Association of Equine Practitioners (AAEP) has been the leader

in the field of equine veterinary medicine, dedicated to improving the health and welfare of the horse and 

furthering the professional development of its members. Today it continues to be a strong member-driven 

association, and by joining the AAEP you’ll be joining a network of over 7,000 veterinarians and nearly 2,000

students who share a dedication to the horse and an interest in equine practice.

Since 1954,

The AAEP currently has 34 student chapters at North American veterinary schools, and we’re growing!
Please note that each chapter may have its own local dues, therefore, you can hold either a chapter or
national membership, or both. To get the benefits described above, however, you must become an AAEP
National Student Member by using the attached application or the online form at www.aaep.org.

Return this form with payment to:

American Association of Equine Practitioners
4075 Iron Works Parkway • Lexington, KY  40511 • Fax: (859) 233-1968

www.aaep.org

National vs. Chapter Membership


