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Present Situation 
 
Each day in villages like Gwengwere, the home of 5,000 people in central Malawi, young 
children like 3-year-old Gift Msunzi contract malaria.  The disease is deadly to a child like Gift 
because he is already battling severe anemia.  That combined with the malaria usually leads to 
organ failure, coma, or even death.  Even though the most successful cure for malaria is ACTs 
(Artemisinin Combination Therapies) and the drug cocktail costs a mere $1.20 per patient; the 
tragedy is that it is not available to the vast majority of people in Malawi who desperately need 
it.  The government is too poor to pay for the bulk order required by pharmaceutical companies.   
 
But, the people of Gwengwere do have reason for hope.  Their village is one of the dozens of 
“Millennium Villages” throughout Africa.  It is at the center of a bold experiment conceived by 
economist and global anti-poverty crusader, Jeffrey Sachs.  Celebrities like Angelina Jolie to 
give the world’s poorest people the tools—such as access to medicine and clean drinking 
water—to fend for them, support it.  For more information, please visit 
http://www.millenniumpromise.org. 
 

Objective of the Public Service Announcement 
 

To persuade private and corporate leaders to provide the cash needed to help these people and to 
give them the necessary tools to improve their quality of life.  Also, incorporate local businesses 
and non-profit organizations like universities, hospitals, law enforcement agencies, churches, 
banks, etc.  Convince these organizations on the urgent needs of these people and band together 
as one to bring long-lasting hope to these people.   

 

Action Plan 

 
Have UNC Healthcare System work together with other organizations to offer incentives to 
patients and employees of UNC to contribute toward this worthy cause.  For example, get a local 
restaurant like Ruby Tuesday to offer one free meal to a family that makes a donation of at least 
$25.00 toward helping poor villages like Gwengwere.  A well-established organization will make 
the offer so that the family has up-to-one year in which to collect the one, free meal.  Possibly 
offer a drawing through the sell of raffle tickets.  One organization like the Courtyard at the 
Marriott could provide one free nights stay to a person or to the person’s family members that 
purchase a ticket from $30.00 to $50.00.  All prizes will be offered up to one year from the date 
of the original win.  These are just some of the incentives that could be offered through a 
partnership with local organizations and the UNC Healthcare System. 

 

 



Rationale and Strategy for the proposed Public Service Announcement 

 
Most people will ask, “How can you stamp out poverty?  Especially, when 40% of the world’s 
population or 2.6 billon people live in poverty?  Well, the answer to these questions is not a 
simple one.  Nor is the answer an easy one.  Dr. Sachs’s answer is that it can be done by setting 
up thousands of Millennium Villages in some of the world’s most impoverished areas and by 
getting private and corporate donors to provide the cash to help people on the ground obtain the 
necessary tools to improve their own lives.   
 
Thus, if UNC Healthcare System and other organizations work together to help; it will 
eventually make a huge difference.  First, a proposed emotional appeal must be generated and it 
must consist of pictures of children from these villages in Africa.  Pictures of the villages and of 
the current, living conditions will be depicted in these photographs.  Also, captions would read, 
“Would you want your child or grandchild to live like these children?  How can a child strive in 
living conditions such as these?  How do you think these children feel knowing that their lives 
could be cut short by the simplest, common cold or infection?  Being that their immune system is 
relatively weak and they are not accessible to the latest medicines, their chance of survival is in 
grave danger.  Well, you and I can work together to give these children hope and a more stable 
future.  How can we do that?  Simple.  Donate Time.  Donate Money. Donate Life.” 
 
Derived from a story entitled, “A Family’s Fight for Life,” People Magazine, March 13, 2006 
Proposed by:  Margaret M. Scarboro 
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