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Rep. Donnelly of Granger pushes aid to families 
New lawmaker also weighs in on Iraq Study Group. 
 

 
JAMIE LOO 
Tribune Staff Writer 
 
SOUTH BEND -- Newly elected U.S. Rep. Joe Donnelly 
discussed a seven-point plan Tuesday for Congress to 
step up and help middle-class families. 
 
Donnelly also fielded questions about the Iraq Study 
Group. 
 
"This Congress that's about to take action is a Congress 
that stands up for middle-class families," he said. 
 

Issues such as increasing the minimum wage, renegotiating Medicare Prescription Part D 
and lowering the cost of student loans will be part of "the first 100 hours" of work Congress 
will take on in its first week back in session, Donnelly said. 
 
Donnelly said he would also like to see an increase in Pell grants, which play a large part in 
student financial aid, as well as the government allowing the reimportation of prescription 
drugs from Canada.Kathy Liggett, local director of the Communities United South Bend 
Resource Center where Donnelly spoke with reporters, presented Donnelly with a seven-
point plan drafted by the group and asked him to take it with him to Washington, D.C., in 
January. 
 
The plan includes providing access to affordable health care, repealing tax breaks to oil 
companies, protecting workers' pensions and preserving Social Security. 
 
Advocating for middle-class families was one of the messages of Donnelly's campaign, and 
he said he will begin following through on that promise when he arrives in Washington next 
month. 
 
Donnelly said the Iraq Study Group is a bipartisan effort that is trying to find solutions "to an 
extraordinarily difficult situation where our young men and women are at risk every single 
day. 
 
"The president is out talking to other people as well and he's reformulating policy, so I'm 
very anxious to see what he comes up with," he said.The group's report said "the situation 
in Iraq is grave and deteriorating," and it recommended changing policies there. 
 

Joe Donnelly, newly elected 2nd District 
congressman, speaks at a joint news conference 
Tuesday with Communities United to Strengthen 
America in South Bend. At right is Martha Lewis, 
a member of the group's citizens advisory council 
and local business owner. Tribune Photo/GREG 
SWIERCZ
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The course the administration was following in Iraq wasn't working, and President Bush has 
an obligation as president to listen to the recommendations, Donnelly said. Donnelly said he 
would like to see the president succeed so that local men and women serving in Iraq can 
come home. 
 
"If he ignores the Iraq Study Group and we don't make any progress, he's made a terrible 
mistake," Donnelly said. "These people have given him recommendations because they 
care about this country." 
 
Staff writer Jamie Loo: 
jloo@sbtinfo.com 
(574) 235-6337 
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