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Anti-war group launches state chapter in city event 
Thursday event in South Bend one of several planned across country. 
 

 
JAMIE LOO 
Tribune Staff Writer 
 
SOUTH BEND -- Kathy Liggett said she is proud of her 
son Wes, a veteran who has served three tours of duty 
in Iraq. 
 
Although her son is back home now, he could be 
deployed again in the future. Liggett and other local anti-
war advocates are working to make sure no more U.S. 
troops are sent to Iraq and that the ones overseas come 
home. 
 
Liggett is the Indiana director of Americans Against 
Escalation in Iraq, which launched its state chapter on 

the city's west side Thursday. 
 
The national organization began shortly after President Bush's announcement in January 
that he planned to escalate the number of troops in Iraq. 
 
Americans Against Escalation in Iraq is a national bipartisan coalition made up of veterans, 
labor groups, anti-war activists, policy experts, students and concerned citizens. Thursday's 
news conference was one event out of several planned across the country this week to 
mobilize around this effort, Liggett said. Liggett said the November elections should have 

shown Bush that Americans have had enough of the war. She 
said the Iraq Study Group and concerned citizens have asked for 
a change in Iraq policy. 
 
"The president refused to listen and instead is committing 48,000 
additional troops in what can simply be called 'stay the course 
the sequel,' " she said. 
 
The U.S. House of Representatives passed a resolution 
condemning the escalation, but Senate Republicans voted to 
block the debate and vote earlier this month. Liggett said Sen. 
Richard Lugar, R-Indiana, was one of those senators. 
 
"While the GOP leadership is busy obstructing discussion of Iraq, 
more Americans are being sent into harm's way," Liggett said. 

Professor David Cortright, right, a fellow at the 
Kroc Institute for International Peace Studies at 
the University of Notre Dame, makes a case for 
gradual troop withdrawal, and the stabilization 
and rebuilding of Iraq at an Americans Against 
Escalation event Thursday in South Bend. With 
him is Iraqi war veteran Wes Liggett, left, and 
Kathy Liggett, Wes’ mother and the leader of the 
local Americans Against Escalation group. 
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"The urgency is here. American lives are hanging in the 
balance." 
 
Wes Liggett, who has served with the Marines, said troop 
escalation is not a new strategy and won't yield new results. The 
"supporting our troops" debate is a false debate, he said."You 
(Bush administration) support us by giving us more body armor. 
Thanks again. But we need a policy that values diplomacy rather 
than pre-emptive war," he said. 
 
Wes Liggett said that from his experience, many troops are tired 
of repeatedly going back to Iraq and are facing more violent 
situations each time. He said it's time for representatives and 
senators to "show courage over political cover" and work on a 
useful strategy of withdrawal. 
 
David Cortright, an author and research fellow at the Kroc 
Institute at the University of Notre Dame, said U.S. military 
presence in Iraq is the problem and not the solution. Cortright, a 
veteran of the Vietnam War, said the longer troops stay in Iraq, 

the more widespread the violence and civil war will become. 
 
Cortright said an exit strategy should start with the United States letting the United Nations 
know that troops will be gradually withdrawn. Political reconciliation conferences should 
convene to begin an international process to support Iraq, similar to what took place with 
Bosnia in the 1990s, he said. 
 
Staff writer Jamie Loo:  
jloo@sbtinfo.com  
(574) 235-6337 

 

Vietnam veteran Charlie Averill of 
Knox attends an Americans Against 
Escalation in Iraq event Thursday in 
South Bend. Averill served in the 
United States Navy from 1961-65. 
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