RE: “Local Effects of Shutdown May Lag” on August 8, 2006, by Dave Overton. According to Overton’s article, we’re going to be feeling the effects of BP’s shutdown of one of their oil fields---it’s just not known how soon the effects will be felt. 

One thing we do know is that BP’s profits continue to escalate as middle class families are being squeezed. Skyrocketing gas prices have changed my lifestyle. Since a large percentage of my paycheck is now being spent at the pump, I can’t afford to go out to lunch, go to the movies, or buy a new pair of shoes. When I can’t afford to spend any money, not only is it hurting me, but I imagine it’s hurting local businesses.

What can we do about it? Encourage Congress to act. They play a large role in gas prices as they have the ability to support tough price gouging legislation.
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