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First Fridays in Florence

Florence, AL- The next First Fridays in Florence will be September 7 from 5 p.m. - 8 p.m. in historic Downtown Florence.  First Fridays is a free, enjoyable evening for locals and visitors to experience the artistic talent home to the Shoals and surrounding areas. Musicians will be performing, artists will have exhibits on sidewalks with items for sale, and many downtown merchants will be open for visitors.   
Come enjoy a family-friendly environment like no other in the area, have dinner downtown, and then a leisurely stroll through the arts. Join co-workers or bring your family to experience the wonderful excitement downtown Florence has to offer. 
September Featured Downtown Art Galleries: 
Lori Davis Gallery - (256) 766-7410
Stevenson's Fine Art Gallery - (256) 764-9922 
Rosetta Stone Gallery - (256) 768-1650
The Route of Art Gallery- (256) 762-0919
September Featured Artists:

Mike Lentz
256-710-7138

It was six or seven years ago when Mike Lentz was first captivated my woodturning.  He was at the Arts Alive Festival and began watching a local couple’s demonstration.  For the next three years, he anxiously waited for the event in order to see them again and ask questions.  He had dabbled with other forms of woodwork when he was younger but once he saw the demonstrations, he knew that woodworking was for him.  His work has been commissioned, purchased by galleries as well as individuals locally and globally.  Mike has a deep passion for each piece that he creates and sometimes feels as if he is seeing a friend leave when a piece is sold.  
(MORE)
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Some of his most beautifully figured pieces have been collected from wood lying in wooded areas destined to decay. Wood is seldom perfect and he strives to use the imperfect, accentuating its beauty with his hands. “A void here or a knot there tells a story just as the weathered lines of our ancestors faces do,” Mike said.  His work consists 

of functional as well as artistic pieces.  Mike’s booth is located in front of the store High Cotton during this First Friday.
Cecily Wall
256-764-7274

After spending 14 years living in various locations in the United States and in the U.S. Virgin Islands, Cecily Wall returned to her hometown of Florence, Alabama in 2004 with her husband Allen and two daughters Catlin and Evins.  Cecily has been involved in art and creative endeavors most of her life and was a graphic artist before she started her family.  After her children were born, her artistic focus shifted to painting murals and furniture.  She then began recycling old pieces of furniture and turning them into something fun and whimsical called “FUNiture.”  

Cecily has turned chairs into cats, scenes from the Wizard of Oz, pianos, and animal print creations.  Her love of animals, specifically cats, has been a big influence on her artistic creations.  In addition to “FUNiture,” she also paints and makes small animals from clay.  

Cecily has done commission pieces and has donated several pieces to various charities.  Her work can be seen regularly at First Fridays in Florence.  During this First Friday, Cecily’s booth can be found in front of the store High Cotton.  
September Featured Musician:

Sounds of the Shoals
A Barbershop Harmony Group
Don Anderson- (256) 757-7397
Sounds of the Shoals is a group of eleven men who have come together to sing close harmony.  This is a style uniquely American dating back to the late 1800's when men would actually gather at the barbershop and sing for their mutual enjoyment.  In the late 1930’s the style was brought back to life by a small group of men in Bartlesville, Okalahoma.  The rest is history.  Today there are 40,000 plus men across North America who belong to the Barbershop Harmony Society as well as chapters around the world in places like Great Britain, Japan, Germany, Australia and Scandinavia.  

The group here in the Shoals was the idea of Don Anderson, a 38 year member of the society along with Butch Delk, a five year member of the society.  Both of these gentlemen are members of the Southern Splendor chorus in Athens, AL and had been considering introducing the style to the Shoals.  In mid 2006, they sent out letters to all the male singers in the area to attend an open house.   
(MORE)
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About 30 men attended the open house and at least a dozen expressed an interest in moving forward to establish a group.

The group is still very new and is working hard to create a popularity of the singing style in the Shoals.  Since their formation, they have sung for various civic groups and organizations throughout our area and have participated in a couple of the First Friday events.  This First Friday, Sounds of the Shoals will be featured in front of the Christian Bookstore on Court St.
Members include Mario Machado, Michael Broder and Albert Heaslet on tenor; Don Anderson, Harold Lewis and Chuck Novak on lead; Tom Wissert, Butch Delk and Ron Howdyshell on baritone; Perry Toso and David Burch on bass.

Interested in joining?  Sounds of the Shoals meet every Tuesday at 6:00pm in the fellowship hall at Church of the Good Shepherd on the corner of Cloyd Blvd and Darby Drive.
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