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Green is the New Black
Florence, AL-   April is Earth Month across the world and more individuals are considering becoming “greener” in their home, work, or school.  Green has become “the new black.”  Every man, woman, child, celebrity, business, and organization is jumping on the green wagon and wanting to do their part in hopes of creating a better environment for future generations.    Here, in Florence, Alabama and the Shoals area, residents, businesses, and organizations have partnered to create a month full of activities centered around Earth Day.  
Thanks to the generous grants given by International Paper, SCA Tissue, Legacy, Inc. Partners in Education, a sponsorship from Wise Alloys, and donations from various local business and individuals the Shoals Earth Day event will feature an impressive children’s fun and educational tent with face painting, storytelling, a recyclable scavenger hunt, inflatable jumper, carnival games with prizes, and two gigantic tortoises that will be available for photos, petting, and children up to 100 lbs can ride them.  The main attraction in the children’s area is the three performances by illusionist, eco-entertainer, and kid comedian Steve Trash.   The Orlando Sentinel calls Steve Trash “child-friendly, expressive, resourceful, and plenty of fun.”  The Los Angeles Times has called Steve Trash “best of the weekend.”

In addition to Steve Trash’s performances, sounds of local music, live demonstrations, and educational guest speakers will fill Wilson Park as event goers walk through the informational booths, vendors, and children’s activities.

With almost forty Earth Day events taking place in the Shoals, Earth Day 2008 will far surpass past years.  Events began on March 29 and continue though out the month at various locations with the main event being held in Wilson Park on April 19 from 12-5pm.  

On April 26th, a sold out show of Grammy and award winning songwriters in the round with an organic meal and organic wine tasting at Dish Gourmet Café has peaked a lot of interest.  The musical talents of 2008 Grammy award winning Chris Tompkins who wrote “Before He Cheats” for Carrie Underwood, along with songwriters Walt Aldridge, Donny Lowery, and Don Poythress will perform and create a relaxing night for event attendees.  If you would like to attend this Songwriters in the Round event next year, be sure to purchase your tickets early.
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April 19th Earth Day Schedule of Events:

8:00 am.- Spring Birding Walk- Led by Jeff Garner.  Meet at Old Railroad Bridge, Sheffield.

10:00 am- Earth Day Dedication Ceremony, Old Railroad Bridge, Sheffield.

10:30 am- Explore the TVA Trails Hike- Led by Larry Wright.  Meet at Old Railroad Bridge, Sheffield.

10:30 am- Nature Hike- Led by Charles Rose.  Meet at Old Railroad Bridge, Sheffield.

11:15 am- Child’s animated film “Fern Gully:  The Last Rainforest.”  Florence/Lauderdale Public Library

12:00-5:00pm- Shoals Earth Day Fest in Wilson Park


12:00-12:30 pm- Max Russell solo blues


12:40-1:00 pm- FFA String Band (Rogers School)


12:40-1:00 pm- Kids Storytime


1:00-1:30 pm- Science Contest and School Contest Winners Awards


1:00 pm- Educational Speaker 

1:30-2:00 pm- Steve Trash Show, Eco-Entertainer


2:00-3:00 pm- Dillon Hodges and Against the Grain


2:10-2:30 pm- Kids Storytime


3:00-3:30 pm- Steve Trash Show, Eco-Entertainer


3:30-4:15 pm- The Max Russell Blues Band


3:40-4:00pm- Kids Storytime


4:15-4:30 pm- Brooks 6th grade Dulcimer Group


4:30-5:00 pm- Steve Trash Show, Eco-Entertainer 

Tips You Can Do to Help During Earth Month:

· Ride your bike or walk to work or school.

· Pick up trash when you see it lying on the ground or street.

· Unplug all appliances when not in use.

· Turn off all lights when leaving your home and office.

· Turn of the water while you brush your teeth.

· Always recycle.

· Adjust your thermostat when not at home.

· Buy items made from recycled materials.

For a complete list of Earth Month Activities and more information, please visit www.ShoalsEarthDay.com or call 256-740-4141.

###

