
MARYLAND

I live upstream   where the Susquehanna River begins its journey to the 
Chesapeake Bay; therefore, the health of the River, the Bay, 

and all the living things that depend on these waters begins with me. I pledge to do my part to prevent 
pollution, improve water quality, and preserve the River for future generations.

Pennsylvania’s biggest greenway starts 
in Cambria County and extends 500 
miles through 22 counties. 

Greenway Benefits
• Create recreation areas 
• Preserve natural areas  
• Protect plant and animal habitat 
• Improve water and air quality 
• Provide floodplain management 
• Improve communities 
• Attract tourism

Susquehanna River Facts

• The West Branch is one of two principal 
branches. It rises on the west side of the 
Alleghenies, in northwestern Cambria 
County. 

• It is the largest river that lies entirely 
within the United States and drains into 
the Atlantic Ocean.

• It is the largest contributor of freshwater 
to the Chesapeake Bay—nearly 22 billion 
gallons a day.

Chesapeake Bay Facts

• It is North America’s largest 
estuary (an area where fresh 
and saltwater mix) and the 
world’s third largest.

• Its watershed covers 64,000 
square miles.

• It supports more than 3,600 
species of plant and animal 
life, including 350 species  
of fish.

Source: Chesapeake Bay Foundation: www.cbf.org

5 Ways to Help the Environment
Storm drain water is not treated BEFORE 
it enters our waterways. It carries 
pollutants into channels, creeks, and 
rivers, through wetlands and bays, and 
ultimately into the ocean. Here are five 
things you and your family can do to 
keep harmful pollutants out of the  
storm drain system.

1. Do not rinse outdoor spills 
with water. 

2. Properly dispose of hazardous 
household waste.

3. Follow directions when using 
pesticides and fertilizers.

4. Recycle oil and antifreeze.

5. Pick up after your pet, and 
dispose of waste in the trash.

This educational project was made possible through generous support from 
the Cambria County Board of Commissioners. Support was also given by 
the Susquehanna Greenway Partnership and the Pennsylvania Department 
of Conservation and Natural Resources.
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Save the River, 
Save the Bay


