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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Westville Village Renaissance Alliance Appoints First Executive 
Director 

Chris Heitmann Brings Seven Years Non-profit Experience to the New Position 
 

Hartford, CT – December 8, 2008 – Westville Village Renaissance Alliance 
(WVRA) named Chris Heitmann the first executive director for the organization, 
effective immediately.  Heitmann’s qualifications include seven years working 
with Project for Public Spaces (PPS), an internationally recognized non-profit 
planning, research and advocacy group.  As executive director, Heitmann will 
manage the day to day operations of WVRA and will advocate for the Westville 
Village neighborhood at the city, regional and state levels.   
 
“Chris is an expert in the field of public markets and community revitalization.  
We are lucky to gain his expertise with the WVRA” said Gabriel DeSilva, WVRA 
Board President. 
 
Heitmann brings considerable experience in planning and revitalizing parks and 
civic squares, and in creating walkable, livable streets.  While working for PPS, 
Heitmann managed its markets and local economies initiative and worked on and 
managed several projects around the country.  Most recently, Heitmann focused 
his efforts in New York City’s outerboro neighborhoods including developing a 
preservation and revitalization plan for a historic public market in Brooklyn.  
Before working for PPS, Heitmann co-founded a youth bicycle-education and 
redistribution program in Seattle called Bike Works.   
 
Westville Village, known for its unique arts and business district, is a National 
Historic District in New Haven Connecticut.  In the fall, Westville Village was the 
only community in the state in 2008 to be named a Connecticut Main Street 
Community by the Connecticut Main Street Center. 
 
Heitmann received his Bachelor of Arts in English from Oberlin College and 
completed coursework in GIS, Economic Development and Land Use Planning 
from Hunter College.  Since moving to New Haven, Heitmann has been involved 
with the Safe Streets Coalition and co-founded the Coalition for a Livable 
Whalley, working with the DOT to ensure safety is the priority in the project to 
widen Whalley Avenue.  Heitmann lives in the Westville neighborhood of New 
Haven with his wife and two young daughters.    

About Westville Village Renaissance Alliance 



The Westville Village Renaissance Alliance, founded in 1996, is a Connecticut 

non-profit advocacy organization for Westville.  The volunteer board includes 

local residents, business owners, government officials and corporate 

representative who have a vested interest in the social and commercial success 

of Westville Village and its surrounding neighborhoods.  WVRA advocates on 

behalf of Westville’s commercial and residential districts, representing their 

needs and the interests to the City of New Haven, the State of Connecticut and 

many other stakeholders who partner in community development, historic 

preservation, arts programming, and community based economic revitalization.   
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