Ahhh, Thanksgiving. A time when family gathers to appreciate one another, spend time with distant relatives and friends and celebrates life and food. Fall colors and chilly weather leave most families feeling toasty as they spend a day talking, laughing and eating. While this may be a day of love and celebration, it is not the case for every creature.

Turkeys are usually consumed without a thought during Thanksgiving although the original feast that the pilgrims celebrated (the whole basis of this holiday) does not provide information that they even ate turkey! Turkey was not actually formally accepted as a part of Thanksgiving until the mid-20th century when a light-skinned bird was raised, to make the carcass look more appealing to eat.

Turkeys are raised by the millions each year in crowded factory farms and are often abused. Because of these horrible conditions, Farm Sanctuary began to celebrate the turkeys and teach others about these wonderful and interesting animals.

While eating the traditional and tasty meat-less Thanksgiving meal is one of the best parts about the Celebration for the Turkeys event at Farm Sanctuary, getting to see all of the wonderful turkey inhabitants with pumpkin all over their faces definitely takes the…pie!

You can see the turkeys patiently awaiting the “Turkey Feeding Ceremony” as you walk toward their reserved dining area on the farm. There is a festive décor prepared to make sure the turkeys really feel like it’s a celebration for them!

As guests gather round the turkeys to watch the stars of the show “gobble” down their festive foods, Farm Sanctuary caregivers begin placing platters of stuffed squash, cranberries, salad and pumpkin pie in front of the awaiting fine-feathered friends.

Respecting and celebrating these animals on a day when many other people in our nation are eating them is truly a unique and rewarding experience and has led to national media coverage of the event, including CNN and the New York Times.

After visiting with our feathered friends, guests reconvene at the “People Barn” for a decadent feast of their own. Piled high are mountains of Tofurky, mashed potatoes with giblet-free gravy, steamed vegetables, gourmet salads, freshly baked rolls with herbed dairy-free butter, autumn carrots and much, much more. For a sweet finish, warm apple and pumpkin pies with whipped soy topping are served along with piping hot apple cider and chai tea. 

Guests of the celebration get to mingle with like-minded individuals who care about animals and who are learning more about the way farm animals (especially turkeys!) are treated. This event allows for a strong support system for veg-heads who may not be so lucky as to have other vegetarians or vegans to spend their yearly celebrations with.

Some of the country’s most renowned animal protection speakers provide educational and deeply inspiring talks while guests continue to savor their hearty meal. Topics vary year to year, but always show attendees the ease in leading a more animal-friendly life, with special focus on environmental, health and nutritional information as well as animal cognition and behaviors.

Well-fed and re-energized, guests depart the farm with a better appreciation for farm animals, a sense of belonging with others with similar values and the fuzzy feeling of knowing that they are making a difference by not eating meat. Guests will always have the experience of getting to know some of the great turkeys and other farm animals at Farm Sanctuary and know that their actions, even the smallest ones, make a difference for hundreds of animals every year.

