
PHILOSOPHY IN FILM                                               SAMPLE 
PHILOSOPHY: 234 
Course Instructor: Donavan Muir                                                          Office Hours: Mon 4:30-6:30PM 
Room Location: Music Hall                                                                                   Office Location: AL 431
Scheduled Week: Mondays 7-9:40pm                            Instructor E-mail: donavanmuir@hotmail.com
Prerequisites: Philo 101 or Philo 110

Course Description

This course is designed to educate students in philosophy about philosophical issues through the 
medium of film. The narrative feature of film offers insight into cultural and social philosophical 
issues along with questions concerning human nature and the human condition. Philosophy is 
largely a textual academic discipline and film offers an alternative textual understanding through 
the interpretation of images rather than text. Thus, we will be exploring these narratives alongside 
philosophical texts that are relevant to the issues represented in particular films. Therefore, this 
course will discuss philosophical questions concerning existence, problems of knowledge, nature 
and metaphysics, aspects of religion, the influence of science/technology on society, and ethics. 

Course Objectives

After completion of this course, the student will have the general understanding and knowledge 
of:

• Historical and contemporary issues in philosophy.
• Specific philosophical movements and worldviews.
• Film techniques and aesthetics.
• Philosophy’s influence in art and society.
• Representational methods of meaning in image-based communication.
• Clarity, structure, and organization in reasoning and writing. 

Course Texts  

The text has been compiled by the instructor and is available at the campus bookstore.

Course Assignments

5  1-2 page papers 
(3 points each. 15 points total) 
These papers will summarize and explain how the course readings apply to one of two films in 
each section. The format of these papers will be: Typed; 12pt font (Times New Roman); Double 
spaced; 1” margins. 

3  In-class essay exams
(20 points each; 60 points total)
Each in-class exam will be in handout format and will be composed of a combination of multiple-
choice, true/false, definition, identification, and short-answer essay questions. There will be a 
short study guide and overview of the text given the class time before the day of the exam. 

Philosophy 234   1



1 Final term paper
(20 Points) (5-7 pages. 12pt TimesNR. Dble spaced. 1” margins.)
The final term paper will be the same format as the one page assignments. The term paper topic 
will be of your choosing. However, you must consult with me before finalizing your topic. This 
paper must be associated to philosophy in film.

Note: If you plan to cite sources in your term paper, be sure to use Chicago Manual Style 
(CMS) or Modern Language Association (MLA) formats. 

Participation 
(5 points)
Students are expected to participate regularly in class discussions and activities. Participation 
points will be based upon student involvement and attendance.
 
Extra Credit 
(2 points each)
Extra credit will consist of spontaneous pop-quizzes given when the instructor sees fit. The pop-
quizzes will involve an in-class short-answer essay on the course readings. Extra credit is not 
required but may assist in increasing your grade. I strongly suggest that students take advantage 
of this opportunity by attending class regularly. 

Course Evaluations

5 - 1 page papers 15 points (3 pts each)
3 - In-class exams 60 points (20 pts each)
1 - Final essay 20 points
Participation 5 points
___________________________
Total  100 points

Grading Scale:

A    (93-100%) D+  (67-69%)
A-  (90-92%) D    (64-66%)
B+  (87-89%) D-   (60-63%)
B    (83-86%) F     (below 59%)
B-  (80-82%)
C+  (77-79%)
C    (73-76%)
C-  (70-72%)

 
Course Schedule

Section 1: Ontology and Epistemology
Week 1 – Introduction
Week 2 – Plato’s Allegory of the Cave and “The Truman Show”
Week 3 – Paper #1 due. In-class discussion. Review

Section 2: Metaphysics and Existentialism
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Week 4 – Sartre, Kierkegaard, and “I ♥ Huckabees”
Week 5 – Pythagoras, Nietzsche, and “PI” 
Week 6 – Paper #2 due. In-class discussion. Review. Exam #1

Section 3: Philosophy of Technology
Week 7 – Marcuse’s Technological Rationality and “THX 1138”
Week 8 – Heidegger, Feenberg, and “Alphaville”
Week 9 – Paper #3 due. In-class discussion. Review. Exam #2 

Section 4: Ethics
Week 10 – Nietzsche’s Beyond Good and Evil and “3:10 to Yuma”
Week 11 – Kant’s Categorical Imperative/Deontological Ethics and “Gone, Baby, Gone”
Week 12 – Paper #4 due. In-class discussion. Review. Exam #3

Section 5: Science and Philosophy
Week 13 – Time, Causality, and “Primer”
Week 14 – Scientific Rationalism and “Contact”
Week 15 – Paper #5 due. In-class discussion. Review. Discuss final term paper.

Week 16 – FINAL TERM PAPER DUE. 

Miscellaneous Course Information

Disabled Students: Any students with special needs are asked to consult Disabled Student 
Services for accommodations. I will do my best to make sure that all students are comfortable and 
able to attend classes with ease. Any questions, suggestions, or complaints are greatly appreciated 
and will be addressed promptly.

Late Work: Late work will not be accepted unless the student can provide compelling evidence 
and reasoning for late work. However, late work will be graded down (10%) corresponding to 
how many days late the work is turned in from the due date given above. Compelling evidence is 
a doctor’s note or other forms of evidence, either verbal or written.

Make-Up Policy: Students are allowed to make-up one (1) exam only, provided that they supply 
legitimate reasons why they missed the exam. Since I offer extra credit, students do not have the 
ability to make-up paper assignments.  

Cell Phones and other Electronic Devices: Cell phones and other electronic devices MUST be 
turned off by the beginning of class. If there is an emergency call, you can leave the classroom to 
answer or make a call. NO PHONE CALLS OR TEXT MESSAGING WILL TAKE PLACE 
DURING CLASS. I understand that cell phones can accidentally ring during class time, but 
please be mindful of the distractions they cause.  

Plagiarism: Plagiarism is the unauthorized use or close imitation of the language and thoughts of 
another author and the representation of them as one's own original work. Plagiarism by students 
is considered academic dishonesty or academic fraud and offenders are subject to academic 
censure. This includes a failing grade in the class or academic expulsion from the college. Please 
see the Student Handbook for the college policy on plagiarism and how to avoid it. BE SURE TO 
CITE YOUR SOURCES CORRECTLY WHENEVER YOU ARE QUOTING SOMEONE. 
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Academic_dishonesty


LET’S HAVE A GREAT SEMESTER!
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